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At the monthly meeting of the Karen Historical Society, held in the Society 
Rooms, July 30, 1863, the proceedings of the previous meeting were read, and after 
a few corrections were approved. 

It was then proposed that an Art Museum should be added to the Library, in 
which specimens of every Karen work of art should be deposited; and to promote 
this object, an art collector to the Society was elected. Karen works of art are few, 
and the workmanship usually very ordinary; but the fact of making a collection of 
the best, may contribute to excite to greater skilfulness. 

And the northern Karens, as artizans, are much in advance of those in the south. 
The Karens of Tavoy and Mergui are wholly dependent on the Burmese for their 
cleavers and axes; but the Bghais have smiths among them who forge these articles. 
I found the Red Karens in advance of the Bghais again ; for they have regular silver- 
smiths of their own tribes; and one man whose shop I visited, turned off bangles, 
rings, ear-knobs and other silver ornaments, in as good style as the Burmese. Farther 
north, again, the Taru Karens that live among the Shans, on the borders of lake 
Nyoun Shwe and beyond, do a large business in the manufacture of matchlocks. 

Most of the matchlock muskets that are considered of Shan workmanship, are, I 
am assured, the work of these Taru Karens. Those that I have seen dress and look 
like Shans, and can only be distinguished by their language, which is very nearly 
allied to the Pwo Karen. 

All the northern tribes make gunpowder. Saltpetre is produced by their own 
eaves; charcoal they make, but they have no sulphur, and for this they substitute 
gum catechu. The powder, they say, does very well for matchlocks, though not 
equal to that which is made with sulphur. ‘They think some alcoholic liquor used in 
the manufacture adds to its power; and I am told that “Pain-killer” enjoys a high 
reputation with the powder makers; a use to which, I fancy, Perry Davis never 
dreamed his famous panacea would ever be applied. 

After the election of the Art Collector, teacher Tauelie, who has occupied a sta- 
tion near the northern frontier, read a paper on a people that he has not seen, who 
live in Burmah Proper, and who are called 

Pray-dan Pray Shan. 

“This tribe,” the writer says, “resides above the Gay-khos, and the people are 
very different from the Bghais. Their country is northeast of the Gay-kho, and 
about three weeks’ or twenty-one days’ travel distant from the city of Toungoo. 
They build houses more substantial than the houses of the Bghais; for they do not 
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change their locality, but remain permanently in the same place. Their clothing is 
very remarkable. Some of the men wear a rag around their loins, like the black 
foreigners here when at work, and bind around them strips of board, that hang from 
a string around the waist and descend to the knees. When standing, the boards 
wrap over each other like shingles, and conceal the person; but when sitting down, 
they spread out on every side. 

“They are avery bad people. They quarrel and fight, and kill in great numbers. 
They have no pity, and are not in any measure afraid of the sword and spear. 

“Their country is said to be exceedingly cold,—far colder than our country. 

“Some use cattle to carry burdens, like the Shans; and, unlike the Bghais, they 
cultivate vegetables extensively, and dig up the ground well, like the Shans and 
Burmese.” 

An animated discussion followed the reading of the paper, in which two Gaykho 
men, who are members of the normal school, took part. These men had frequently 
met with Prays, but had never seen nor heard of the wooden nether garment. Two 
or three Bghais present, who had also seen Prays occasionally, gave a similar testi- 
mony ; so that part of the description was voted down as something more than doubt- 
ful. There is a great advantage in having such papers read before the Society, be- 
cause there are usually members present who can understandingly corroborate or 
refute the statements made. 

The result of the discussion was that the Pray is a tribe of Karens living between 
the Red Karens and the districts of Nengyan and Yeme-then; perhaps on both 
sides of the water-shed, but thought by some present to be mainly on the east side. 
They are divided into two tribes, Pray-dan, which may mean the “Pray of the 
mountain summit,” and Pray-Shan, that may be rendered “Pray of the precipices.” 

These Pray, according to the testimony of eye witnesses, wear short pants with 
perpendicular stripes, like the Red Karens, but the stripes are broader than in the 
Red Karen pants; and mainly black and white, with a slight edging of red. The 
Pray-dan distinguish themselves from the Pray-Shan by making the white stripes in 
their pants into broad bands. : 

Both tribes tattoo the upper part of the person, but not uniformly. Some tattoo 
the breast only, but others make an imitation of a sword belt across one shoulder and 
under the opposite arm. Others tattoo the neck, which has given rise to the name 
by which the Burmese call them—Lay-may, or “Black-necks.” 

The Pray-dan wear many strings of beads around the neck, and it was the gen- 
eral impression of the meeting that they are the people the Burmese designate Lay- 
tat; but that is not certain. The Burmese have so little knowledge of the Karens 
in the interior, that their names for the different tribes are very indefinite and un- 
discriminating. 

While the Bghais cannot understand the language of the Pray at all, the Gay- 
khos present said they could understand it, though imperfectly, and that they con- 
sidered it a dialect of their own tongue. This settles an important point that was 
before unsettled, as it shows they belong to the Pwo speaking section of the Karens, 
or those which have final consonants in their language. As I know that the Taru 
north of these, as far at least as the Natic pass and Nyoun shwe lake speak a similar 
dialect, but one more nearly related to the Pwos than the Gay-khos, it becomes 
pretty certain that all the Karens east of the Sitang, and north of the boundary of 
Toungoo up to the Natic pass and west of the Red Karens, speak dialects of Pwo; 
while east of this boundary throughout Karenee, and it is reported in the eastern 
Shan states, all speak dialects of Sgau, whose words all end in vowels. It is a curi- 


a 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1864.] 


Tie Chiu Mission.— Letter from Mr. Ashmore. 


67 


ous coincidence that the spoken language of the Chinese is broken up into dialects, 
a part of which, like the Karen, have final consonants, and a part of which have 


final vowels only. 


TIE CHIU MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. ASHMORE. 
Importance of Outstations. 

Swatow, Oct. 26, 1863.—We are in a 
strait. What todo I wot not. We can- 
not do effective service without outsta- 
tions. Bear in mind that the workers in 
the vineyard are seven in all, and, if 
means were ready to support them, could 
be increased to eight or nine—three of 
us, foreign teachers, the remainder, native 
helpers. We cannot confine our labors 
to one small spot, nor do we wish to; nor 
will we, unless you constrain us so to do. 
We must have outstations for these assist- 
ants to stay in, and for ourselves too 
when we visit them. 

Imagine a man with a farm a dozen 
miles broad, his house located on one 
side of it; so long as some work is to be 
done within a mile of that, his workmen 
can come home at night to sleep. But 
suppose a little grain is to be reaped or 
a little seed sown, away off on the other 
side of it, then what? Start off after 
breakfast, walk ten miles, work away a 
while, break off in the middle of the af- 
ternoon in order to reach home before 
dark,—how much would be accomplished 
at that rate? Nay, says the farmer, we 
will hire a house near by, or build a sort 
of Methodist-camp-meeting-hut to stay 
in, when we are on this side of the farm. 


The Divine Mode of Working. 


All very well; but I hear some of the 
Committee asking this very practical 
question—* Why have such a large farm, 
and why have to go so far away to sow 
and reap? Andso, why need these tab- 
ernacles in the wilderness ?” O, my bro- 
ther, that is a matter we can’t help. Nor 
would any of you ask us to do so, even if 
we could. *Tis because the Lord of the 
harvest points out some grain to be reap- 
ed on that distant side of the farm, that 


we have to go there or send native preach- 
ers. I have more than once noticed that 
the Lord does not carry on his work in 
heathen lands by regular siege approach- 
es, first one parallel and then another. 
There is a great deal of sovereignty di:- 
played. It is first here and then there, 
as the Lord wills, and not as we plan or 
might suggest. It is very much the same 
here that it was in Paul’s day, when he 
essayed to go into Bithynia ; but the Spirit 
suffered him not. We have our Bithy- 
nias and our Mysias, which we have to 
“pass by,” because the providence of God 
in some way or other blocks up our way. 
We have, too, our Macedonian regions, 
and they don’t always lie within the com- 
pass of a morning's walk, or half an hour’s 
pull in a sluggish scow. 
Plan of Operations. 

To be brief, one prominent rule that 
guides us is this. Wherever we see two 
or three or four sheep gathered by the 
Iloly Spirit, there we think it a good 
place to establish a sort of watering- 
trough and feeding-rack. Of this nature 
are all the outstations. So you see we 
cannot give them up. We must have 
places where they can be assembled and 
fed, and to which they and we can invite 
in others. We had not thought of cur- 
tailing, nor of going backward. On the 
contrary, two new stations have been 
claiming attention, and we have been 
pushing them forward with all possible 
energy, and with as much rapidity as the 
circuitous, perplexing and tedious modes 
of doing business in this land would ad- 
mit of. One is Tang-leng, where some 
of the best converts reside, poor in goods 
but rich in faith, but not one of whom 
has a house fit to be loaned to us for our 
purposes. The other is Swatow, the 
converging point of the commerce, ocean’ 
and inland, of the whole district, and the 
importance of which I will not now ex- 
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patiate upon. Both of these have been 
just on the point of consummation. 

Tang-leng must go. I will not give up 
the prospect for Swatow, but with God's 
guidance will look and plan for a foothold 
there. I shall not involve you, but will 
take the responsibility of going ahead 
without involving you. If I can manage 
to get a place in which I can lodge for 
three or four days at a time, or a week, 
I shall be thankful; if not, it can’t be 
helped. At some future time, I will speak 
more fully of both Swatow and Tang- 
leng. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON, 
Review of the Year—Death of Assistants. 


Ningpo, Sept. 30, 1863.—Death has 
been in the midst of us during the year, 
and removed two of the oldest and ablest 
assistants. The particulars have been 
given in previous letters. Dong was old, 
but Chu was in the prime of life and 
height of his usefulness. To our short- 
sighted vision, it seems mysterious that 
laborers so much needed should have 
been cut down. But the cause is God’s, 
and He is able to raise up other laborers 
in any number. Indeed, there are indi- 
cations already, that He is raising up a 
number of good laborers. 

Revival of Idolatry. 

With the exception of a short time 
last autumn, Ningpo has been quiet.— 
The rebels have been driven beyond the 
Hangchow river, so that all this part of 
the province, including Kinghwa, is free 
from their depredations. But with re- 
turning quiet and reviving trade, the old 
heathenish customs have also revived. 
Temples have been repaired, and idols 
re-made, to fill the place of those destroy- 
ed. The grand feast for wandering 
ghosts came off this year with all the 
eclat of old times. All the devils in hell 
must have danced for joy at these dem- 
onstrations, showing the firm allegiance 
of the people to them. 
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Hindrances to the Work. 


Some sons of Belial also have industri- 
ously circulated the old threadbare sto- 
ries respecting missionaries digging out 
the eyes and taking out the heart and 
liver of their converts when they die. 
They have also given currency toa new 
report, invented to frighten the timid 
from us, to the effect that a “small-cued 
people were about to come and destroy 
all foreigners, and all natives connected 
with them.” The people are so exceed- 
ingly ignorant and superstitious, that the 
most absurd stories often gain credence, 
among those unacquainted with us, much 
to our prejudice, and the injury of our 
cause. 

Anotber increasing evil, and hindrance 
to the gospel, is the dissolute character 
of foreigners, shamelessly addicted to rob- 
bery and licentiousness, who, since the 
imperial government has resorted to 
the expedient of employing foreigners 
against the rebels, are frequenting Ning- 
po and Shanghai in great numbers.— 
With such representatives of Christian 
nations and morals as these men and 
opium-sellers, is it strange that the more 
respectable portion of the native com- 
munity should, as a general rule, avoid 
our places of worship, or turn a deaf ear 
to our teachings ? 


Encouragements. 


Notwithstanding these untoward cir- 
cumstances, we have not, during the past 
year, been without much encouragement. 
The Sabbath services have usually been 
well attended, and many on week days 
have also come in and listened to the 
truth. The services on the .Sabbath 
have been, in the morning, prayer-meet- 
ing, succeeded by public preaching; in 
the afternoon, public preaching, followed 
by a service for the church and inquirers, 
with closed doors. The number baptiz- 
ed,*twenty-five, is greater than that for 
any previous year. Five were from 
Kinghwa, of whom two were the widows 
of the deceased assistants. Thirteen 
were females of Ningpo. 
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Female Inquirers. 


It is a cheering fact that for more than 
a year past there has been special inter- 
est among the women at Ningpo, and it 
still continues. Last year, soon after the 
rebels left the city, and my services at 
the chapel were resumed, several old 
women commenced, one after another, 
to attend regularly the Sabbath services. 
On inquiry, I found that some of these 
women had been most devoted Buddh- 
ists, having taken the vow to abstain 
from all animal food, and devoting their 
days to chanting prayers for themselves 
and others. They supposed they had ac- 
quired a great stock of merit, which they 
had in the tangible form of notes on the 
future world, obtained of the priests.— 
But when the rebels came, alas for their 
stock of merit! The papers were scat- 
tered to the winds, and themselves sent 
adrift as beggars. Their gods, notwith- 
standing all their meritorious services, 
afforded them no aid in their day of 
trouble. 

After the rebels left, they fell in with 
some of the native sisters, and complied 
with their invitation to come to our 
chapel, where they could hear of a better 
way to obtain happiness in the future 
world. They became interested, and in- 
vited their friends to come with them; 
and have, with many of their friends, be- 
come regular attendants on all the Sab- 
bath services. Thirteen have been bap- 
tized, and others are requesting the or- 
dinance. One of the native sisters has 
taken charge of Mrs. K’s female prayer 
meeting on Sabbath noons, and from thir- 
ty to forty attend it regularly. Several 
of them have learned to read, and others 
are learning; they are also learning to 
sing. Some spend the whole day in the 
chapel, without returning home at noon. 
The husband of one who is lame, brings 
or sends her dinner to her, thus indicat- 
ing his own good will towards Christi- 
anity. 

The wife of the rich tobacco merchant, 
mentioned in previous letters, remains 
firm in the midst of opposition and oblo- 
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quy. As an instance of her sincerity 
and earnestness, I would mention that 
one old woman, who formerly got her 
living by chanting prayers for those wo- 
men who could not do it for themselves, 
having- now, by becoming a Christian, 
lost her means of livelihood, has been re- 
ceived by this lady, who pays her room 
rent, and supplies her with food, so that 
she is enabled to attend meetings, and 
devote her time to imparting instruction 
to others. 


Means of the Awakening. 

The instrumentalities which have con- 
tributed chiefly to awaken this religious 
interest, appear to have been the follow- 
ing: 1. The destruction of idols by the 
rebels. 2. The faithfulness of native 
Christian women. 3. In preaching, the 
frequent dwelling upon the sure hopes “ 
of a blessed future after death, afforded 
by Christianity. This topic never fails 
to touch a chord in the breast of a China 
woman ; for all her hopes in the future 
are of a most forlorn character. If they 
can rise above the condition of a wild 
beast or domestic animal in their meta- 
morphosed state after death, they think 
they will be fortunate. Who can say 
that Christianity is not a great blessing 
to such poor creatures? 4. Last, but 
not least, the prayers of Christians in 
America, called forth especially by Mrs. 
K’s presence there and conversations.— 
O that the degraded and ignorant daugh- 
ters of China might lie with greater and 
still greater weight upon the hearts of 
their sisters in happy, Christian Ameri- 
ca! And may God in mercy grant that 
this may be the beginning of a great and 
glorious work among the females of Chi- 
na. If the women become sincere, active 
Christians, Christianity will in a sense be 
domesticated among the people, will be- 
come a fixed institution, will gradually 
uproot the old effete religions, and like 
leaven, permeate the nation. 


Class of Assistants. 
The class of native assistants in the 
Scripture Catechism, now numbering 
five, has been continued as last year 
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throughout the year. They have com- 
pleted five chapters, going over the last 
three chapters of the first book, as bear- 
ing more immediately upon their present 
labors ; viz., that on Redemption, on the 
Church, on the Future World, on the Holy 
Scriptures, and on God. The same plan 
is pursued as last year, viz., the prepara- 
tion of essays upon each topic examined, 
which are read and criticised—as to mat- 
ter, not style—in class every Friday af- 
ternoon. The systematic reading and 
study of the Scriptures has also been 
pursued by all the native assistants. 


Labors in Chusan. 


The outstation in Chusan still contin- 
ues in charge of the young assistant, 
Ling-ze-hyi. He is a talented, good 
young man, and a diligent student, es- 
pecially of the Scriptures. A part of 
the year he has had charge of the school 
there for native assistants, now number- 
ing two pupils. He has been aided in 
labors upon the island by two brethren 
who have labored as colporteurs, visiting 
more or less from house to house, and 
distributing books to those who could 
read. They report that many listen at- 
tentively, and accede to the truth of 
what they say, but are ready to make 
excuses for not obeying the truth. One 
interesting convert has been brought in 
through their instrumentality. He is an 
eye doctor, and can read and write. He 
has read the Buddhist and Taouist books 
a good deal, but is now a diligent student 
of the Bible, and appears to be a sincere 
Christian. He has taken up his residence 
in the chapel, that he may have greater 
facilities for becoming familiar with the 
Scriptures. Would that the Spirit might 
. make him a faithful herald of the cross. 
The assistant has maintained the daily 
morning and evening services, and the 
usual services on the Sabbath. The 
congregation usually numbers but some 
ten or twenty, besidesthe members. The 
services on every fifth evening of the 
Chinese month, both in the city and at 
Red Bridge, have also been maintained. 

The report from Siao-saw affords en- 
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couragement to establish an outstation 
there as soon as an assistant can be had 
to place there. 

The church, though tried somewhat 
by unruly members, is steadfast, and 
growing, I trust, in knowledge and in 
grace. At the covenant or conference 
meetings, invariably held on Saturday 
preparatory to communion, I have mark- 
ed in what is said an increasing refer- 
ence to their internal Christian experi- 
ence, and less concerning physical ills 
and external circumstances. I have not- 
ed the same in the other churches, and I 
regard it as a very good evidence of the 
reality of the work of grace in their 
hearts. Intense, all absorbing worldli- 
ness is a grand characteristic of the Chi- 
nese; a great change must therefore 
have taken place in them, to turn their 
thoughts within to their spiritual con- 
cerns. 

One influential member was suspended 
several months for pursuing the eastern 
and patriarchal custom, when there are 
no descendants by the first wife, of tak- 
ing to himself a “little wife,” as the Chi- 
nese call them, i. e., a concubine. But 
having put her away and manifested re- 
pentance for his fault, he has been re- 
admitted to communion. 


The Church at Jih-2-kong. 


This little church has kept steadily on 
its Christian course, and its number has 
been more than doubled. The members 
have attended faithfully all the meetings 
on the Sabbath, and so far as I can learn, 
all their other duties, exhibiting a good 
example before the world, and being in 
a better state, and affording more satis- 
factory evidence of growth in grace than 
either of the other churches. To some 
of the members, at least, the Sabbath is 
truly “a delight,” and is spent by them 
literally in holy exercises. They are, 
by their example and faithful exhorta- 
tions, exerting a very favorable influence 
upon their heathen neighbors; and I am 
expecting a glorious harvest of souls will 
yet be gathered in that locality. Their 
native preacher, Dzing Chi-wong, pos- 
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sesses an excellent spirit, and is a good 
preacher. He has a rare amount of in- 
tegrity for a Chinaman. His health is 
poor, and I only fear lest he has not long 
to be with us. He was baptized a year 
ago last July, and is some of the fruit of 
the Yiang-dzing-long effort. 

This outstation needs a chapel; and a 
larger room, at least, must be procured 
next year. 

New Outstation. 

Wau-ka-deu is a new station about 
three miles from the Jih-z-kong chapel, 
and is a kind of outstation to that. It 
has been commenced but a few months, 
but there is encouragement to labor there. 
One has been baptized, and three or four 
others appear well, and have requested 
baptism. In order, however, to the suc- 
cess of the effort, it is necessary that a 
native assistant be stationed there ; hith- 
erto the assistant has only spent the Sab- 
bath there, going on Saturday and re- 
turning on Monday. I shall station a 
man there immediately. 


Yiang-dzing-long—Spiritualist Impostor. 

This outstation is still in charge of 
Dzing Chi-yin, and is in an encouraging 
state. Four of those baptized at Ningpo 
were from this place. The assistant has 
maintained morning and afternoon ser- 
vices on the Sabbath, with a congrega- 
tion, including the Christians, of about 
twenty. Every evening through the 
week he also has services, at which some 
of the Christians and neighbors are pres- 
ent. He has labored a good deal ina 
private way with individuals, at the 
chapel and from house to house. He 
was much annoyed last year and the 
early part of this, by the daily meetings 
of a “spiritualist” preacher near by. , He 
drew crowds, and drew from them, chief- 
ly women, unfeeling and covetous as they 
are, tears and their cash freely. He had 
a glorious field to work upon, viz., the 
children and other relatives taken cap- 
tive by the rebels. Parents would go to 
this spiritualist soothsayer to inquire after 
their children, wives to inquire about 
their husbands; and if he decided that 
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they were dead, he at once became «fe 
medium through whom the spirit of any 
deceased person inquired after spoke to 
the anxious relative. The base impostor 
had acquired such skill in fabricating 
stories, and chanting them with such so- 
norous sing-song and nasal twang, that 
he swayed the hearts of his superstitious 
auditors at will, causing them to weep 
for grief, or laugh for joy. Of course he 
was a far more popular preacher than 
the Christian assistant. The assistant 
remonstrated with him for deceiving the 
people so. He admitted that it was all 
deception ; but then he says, “this is my 
business for yetting a living,’—the uni- 
versal argument of scoundrels. This 
man, much to the relief of the assistant, 
has removed away from the place. 

This spiritualist is one of a large class 
in China. They are found everywhere. 
Many are men, but more are women; 
and all are the devil’s preachers, and do 
very much to maintain and increase su- 
perstitious beliefs and idolatrous practices 
among the people. 

The Station at Kinghwa. 

This station has suffered in the loss of 
both its native assistants; still the cause 
has advanced, and I look upon it asa 
most hopeful field. While we have been 
unable to visit there, many of the people 
have providentially come to us, where 
they have daily had the privilege of lis- 
tening to the truth. Several have be- 
lieved and been baptized, and others are 
inquiring. Two talented, literary young 
men from Kinghwa have been baptized ; 
the father of one of them has also been 
baptized, and the father of the other, a 
literary man of the first degree, is now 
here and requesting baptism. All the 
converts from that place have been per- 
sons of standing and influence. That 


field must be occupied and cultivated. 
I hope t© visit it soon, and establish one 
or two native assistants. 

At present the people of that district 
are in great affliction. It was robbed 
and burned to a large extent by the reb- 
els; and since they left, famine and pes- 
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Mence have been busy completing the 
work of death and ruin. About two- 
thirds of the inhabitants in some parts of 
the district, are said to be missing. In 
this furnace of affliction, may God pre- 
pare a people for Himself. 


Fruits of the Year. 


On the whole, there has been some 
advance. A greater number has been 
baptized (forty-one,) than in any previ- 
ous year; the converts are growing in 
knowledge and in grace; new fields are 
being entered ; and native preachers are 
being raised up. 


“Onward” is the Watchword. 


In view of what God has wrought, the 
prospect of greater good is still in store 
for this people ; in view, too, of the com- 
mands and promises of the Lord, I think 
I should be recreant to duty and the 
cause, did I not adopt the motto, On- 
ward. I rejoice to see the indications 
that this is the motto of the “Jubilee 
year.” Onward, till every church and 
every member of the churches shall con- 
tribute regularly to support the preach- 
ing of the gospel in heathen lands, and 
increase the present annual amount of 
subscriptions ten-fold ; onward, till scores 
annually shall be sent to gather the whit- 
ening harvests throughout the hitherto 
neglected nations ; onward, till the hoary 
systems of idolatry shall fall, Satan’s king- 
dom be overthrown, and “the kingdoms 
of this world become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever.” 


Importance of Enlargement. 


Our society should be doing more for 
China. In making this remark I do not 
overlook the fact that the demands of 
Burmah are imperative, and that she has 
the first claim upon American Baptists. 
Still, the Baptists of America ar@abund- 
antly able to meet her claims, and also 
enlarge their operations in China. Two 
more stations, one at Hankow, in the 
heart of the country, and another in the 
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north, either at Tien-tsing or Peking, 
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should be established as soon as possible, 
We need missionaries at the far inland 
port of Hankow, to spread the gospel in 
the interior of the country, where, I 
think, we may hope for greater success 
with the same means, than on the coast. 
We need missionaries at the capital or 
near there, as at Tien-tsing, at the head 
of navigation on the road to Peking, and 
distant about ninety miles, to become fa- 
miliar with the official language of the 
empire, and current everywhere, and be 
ready, in case of difficulty, to represent 
our cause at head quarters. Moreover, 
if we had a mission at the capital, this 
simple fact would serve to remove preju- 
dice against us as interlopers, in other 
parts of the empire. The Romanists 
make special efforts at Peking, and send 
most of their books and tracts thence to 
all parts of the country! And the fact 
that they came from the capital, gives 
them more weight in the eyes of the 
people. 

It is also a very important fact that 
books prepared in the colloquial language 
of Peking can be read and easily under- 
stood by immense multitudes throughout 
the empire, who cannot read understand- 
ingly scarcely one sentence written in 
the concise classic style. The missiona- 
ries of other societies, who have recently 
been located in the north at Tien-tsin 
and Peking, are availing themselves of 
this great advantage, and preparing and 
printing books for the common people, 
tradesmen, artizans and farmers, and are 
also translating and printing the Serip- 
tures in the same style. These Scrip- 
tures, or those prepared in this style, 
will, I believe, hereafter be chiefly used 
by the great body of native Christians. 
I repeat, we must have a mission or two 
in the north. 

Other societies have missionaries sta- 
tioned at Hankow, at Chefu and Teng- 
chow in the Santong province, at Tien- 
tsin, and at Peking, and they find much 
encouragement. At Teng-chow the 
Southern Baptist Board have a flourish- 
ing mission. At Chefu, the English 
Baptists have a mission. 
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Be More in Earnest. 


I believe this world will never be con- 
verted to God, unless his people are more 
in earnest than they have been hitherto 
in promoting the spread of the gospel. 
But you say, perhaps, “Has not God 
promised to give his Son the uttermost 
parts of the earth for his possession ?”— 
True ; but did He not with an oath prom- 
ise to give to the children of Israel, Ca- 
naan for “an everlasting possession ?”— 
Yet they lost it by unbelief and unfaith- 
fulness. And did He not send Moses, 
and promise to bring his people out of 
Egypt into the promised land? And 
yet he slew them all but two, in the wil- 
derness. These are instructive lessons, 
that modern Christians had better study. 

I greatly fear that the churches will 
be startled by Christ’s sudden coming to 
destroy the nations before they are half 
converted. This world, morally and re- 
ligiously considered, presents a very sad 
and gloomy picture, and my prayer is, 
“Lord Jesus, come quickly.” Eleven 
hundred and eighty-three millions of ser- 
vants of Satan to seventeen millions of 
the people of God! Is this not a gloomy 
picture? Still, glorious things are yet 
to transpire on this earth. We look for 
“new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” God grant to 
hasten that “Jubilee.” 

IT earnestly hope you will succeed in 
obtaining subscriptions from all the 
churches, and that they will ever after 
continue to contribute. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. SCOTT, 
The Mikir Chief's Son. 
Nowgong, Oct. 24, 1863.—We have 
some six Mikir lads or young men here 
in school, who have come down from 
their mountains “to learn of the Chris- 
tian teachers.” The fear which has for- 
merly driven them from the plains seems 
to be giving place to confidence. Last 
week a Mikir “Gaun Bura,” or chief, 
came down, bringing his little son, a lad 
of eight or ten years. Coming into the 
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porch of our bungalow with a low sa- 
laam, he made known his errand. “Here 
is my son, whom his mother and father 
love very much. Our people are all ig- 
norant, and we who are old must die so; 
but the children may learn wisdom.— 
With his mother’s consent I have brought 
our son to give him to you to be your 
son. We wish him to become a Chris- 
tian, to be a wise and good man. Take 
him, then, and be a father to him.”— 
With a few more such words he spoke to 
us; then, scarcely waiting for our reply, 
he turned away to say “good bye” to his 
boy, and was on his way through the 
jungles to his distant home. 

As I stood and saw him turn away, 
leaving that son of his love, a lad of such 
tender age, in the hands of entire stran- 
gers, for we had never seen or heard of 
them before, I was led almost to ery 
aloud, ‘What faith! Lord, give unto me 
such confidence in Thee.’ 


The Mikirs a Hopeful Field. 


I gave in my last the darkest side of 
the Mikir field. All true; I cannot take 
back a word; but I am more than ever 
interested in my field, and hopeful for 
the redemption of that simple minded 
people. They are “sheep without a shep- 
herd,” while the Assamese have plenty 
of pretended shepherds, but who are after 
the fleece and not the flock. 

We have a house in the compound, 
built for the accommodation of such Mi- 
kirs as come down to the plains. This 
throws them directly under our influence, 
and gives them confidence in us. Rarely 
a Sabbath passes without bringing more 
or less of them under the preaching of 
the gospel. But their knowledge of As- 
samese is so limited that they catch only 
faint glimpses of the light of that gospel. 
To reach the great mass of the people, 
we must take them in their own moun- 
tain homes and with their own language. 


What Shall be Done with Gowahati ? 


Kondura, the native preacher, has 
been holding on in the hope of a mis- 
sionary being sent to Gowahati. He has 
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become quite decided not to remain as 
pastor of the church, having a desire to 
give himself more fully to study, prepar- 
atory to being “a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed.” With us it is a se- 
rious question, “What shall be done with 
the church at Gowahati?” When he 
goes, they can scarcely avoid being scat- 
tered by the wolves, and devoured. 

For me to go and sustain the cause 
there would be virtually to give up the 
Mikirs,—a change I should regret, but 
would not shrink from what seemed duty. 
To visit Gowahati once or twice a year 
would hardly establish our claim to the 
ground, nor would it keep the flock well 
folded and fed. How much we need one 
man for Gowahati, this year of Jubilee! 
While the rest of the world are enjoying 
a jubilee, must Gowahati be hanging her 
“harp upon the willows in the midst 
thereof?” We know you do the best 
you can, so we do not complain of you. 

I wish some of the wealthy Christian 
churches of America could know how 
much good a mere tithe of their hoarded 
wealth would do in Gowahati. How 
many sad hearts of shepherdless lambs 
would be made to leap for joy. If they 
could know, I am sure this would be a 
jubilant year among the dear disciples 
there. Among the hundreds of Christian 
young men of America, who are casting 
about them for a field of labor where they 
can best serve their Master, is there not 
one for Gowahati? We need laborers 
in other parts of Assam, but now I am 
pleading for Gowahati,—that chief city of 
Assam, with a wide circle of material to 
mould into a Christian community—a 
band of disciples already gathered ; beau- 
tiful mission premises in a chosen part of 
the city, good dwelling houses for two 
families, a handsome little chapel,—shall 
all these be suffered to run to waste ? 


“Watchman tell us of the night, 
What its signs of promise are?” 


And I must add— 


“Wake the song of Jubilee, 
Let it echo o'er the sea,” 


with all your powers. 
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Baptism of the First Mikir Convert. 


Rong Bong, the first Mikir convert, 
was baptized three weeks ago, after giv- 
ing quite an interesting and satisfactory 
account of the way in which the Lord 
had led him. What shall the end be? 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Normal School. 


Henthada, Oct. 19, 1863,.—I have just 
closed our normal school for the year 
1863. The school has been less numer- 
ously attended than in some former years, 
having averaged only fifty pupils. About 
a quarter part of the pupils have been 
females. 

Do not suppose that we regard the de- 
creased number of pupils as a calamity. 
This is the very thing we have been try- 
ing to accomplish, namely, to have the 
great mass of the Karens educated in 
their own villages, and to call into the 
city only a select few,—not more than 
fifty. 

Besides our thirty primary schools, we 
have succeeded in establishing four high 
schools, that the most of the Karens in 
this part of Burmah may be taught in 
their jungle homes. Had not these four 
schools been in operation, there would 
have been at least twenty more pupils 
in our city school. ‘The high schools 
have numbered thirty-three, twenty- 
three, thirteen and twelve pupils,—eigh- 
ty-one pupils in all. We feel sure that 
much valuable instruction has been im- 
parted in these four schools. But our 
hope is not so much in what has been 
done, as in what may be done in these 
schools. These jungle schools will also 
cause the people to feel that they can do 
some good thing for themselves. One of 
our best grounds for hope is the increas- 
ed ability of our Karen teachers of the 
normal school and also the high schools. 


Course of Study. 


In the city normal school, the usual 
studies have been attended to. The first 
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class in arithmetic have mastered all that 
is usually found in common arithmetics, 
and are now ready to advance to some- 
thing more difficult. 

The first class in geography have a 
pretty good knowledge of the positions 
and general history of the nations of the 
earth. They were able to answer almost 
any questions in regard to the longitude 
and latitude of the earth. The hour 
being given in one place, they could give 
the hour of the day or night in any other 
part of the earth. 

In Natural Philosophy, they have gone 
over the usual subjects. A chapter has 
been added to this part of the studies of 
the school, on the Mechanical Powers. 

In Astronomy, a class of about ten 
have made themselves familiarly 
quainted with not only the motions of 
the earth, the phases of the moon, and 
the theory of tides, but also the causes 
of the seasons. 

A class has commenced the study of 
Trigonometry. 

But the study which has been most in- 
tensely interesting to nearly the whole 
school, has been Human Physiology.— 
Of course there is but one book in Ka- 
ren on this important branch of study, 
and that book is in Henthada, still in 
manuscript. The same is very nearly 
true of Natural Philosophy. Printing is 
out of the question in these times. 

All our strength, and that of three 
Karen teachers has not been given to 
the sciences. The Scriptures have been 
our principal study. With my notes on 
Matthew (of course in manuscript,) the 
head master of the school, Totah, has 
been able to teach that book very mi- 
nutély. The lamented Abbott's work 
on the Acts of the Apostles, enables him 
also to teach that book ; while my strength 
has been devoted to the historical portion 
of the Old Testament, but especially to 
Kings and Chronicles. A very pleasing 
feature in our school has been the im- 
provement of the pupils in singing. The 
head master’s wife has had the care of 
the singing. 

At the examination, our magistrate 
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and Rev. Mr. Crawley spent the day 
with us, and expressed themselves highly 
pleased with the proofs of improvement 
exhibited by nearly every member of the 
school. 


Fitting out Pupils for Vacation. 


But now do not suppose that a speech 
is made to the school after the examina- 
tion, and that then, with no more trou- 
ble, it is dismissed. The dismissal of our 
school is attended with nearly a week of 
the most wearing labor. Let me give 
you a specimen or two of this work. 

Early the next day after examination, 
a party of five pupils are to cross the Ir- 
rawadi, and to go into the Tharrawadi 
district and eastern mountains. Karen 
and Burmese newspapers are to be got 
ready for the churches and teachers there, 
and no less than seven Karen letters are 
to be written. Again, Shway Au is a 
preacher supported or aided by Mr. 
B——.,, of Sparta, Ill. Patay is a Karen 
preacher supported by the church in 
Newton Corner, Mass. These men are 
to be gone for months, before I again see 
them. Hence I give them fifteen rupees 
each, also books and medicines. 

But there is another younger man, 
Mau Shway, in this company, in whom 
I feel a still deeper interest. He is going 
far to the northeast, near. 'Toungoo, as 
preacher of a little church of which he is 
a member. Mau Shway is aided by 
B S——, of Kalamazoo, Mich.— 
There is still another younger man, who 
is expected to teach some of the children 
to read in those fever-infested hills.— 
These pupils left with less money than 
the others, but more of my heart-felt 
sympathy, and with more books and med- 
icines. These are gone. 

But another company is about ready 
to start south to Donabew. Sa-hyee, 
who is supported by the students of Kal- 
amazoo college, is in this company. His 
is an important place, with several young 
converts. These also take letters and 
papers to that region of country. 

They have hardly gone, when a much 
larger company, about to leave for the 
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north-west, demand my attention. In 
regard to one of the party, Nap Pay, my 
feelings are too deep for utterance. He 
is going to Opo, a place where there are 
a thousand Karens, but not one Chris- 
tian! A few now seem ready for the 
gospel. They have invited Nap Pay to 
go to them. Will they believe? Tas- 
sure Nap Pay of my most earnest prayers, 
and bid him God speed. This man is 
supported by our good German brethren 
of a church in St. Louis, Mo. 

In this company also is Myat Thah, a 
preacher supported by our liberal friend 
of Beaver Dam, Wis., A—— J ' 
This preacher is to labor in Oo-she-kong, 
a very important place. 

Besides these whose names I have 
given, there are three more of our pu- 
pils, bound to Myau-oung, where there 
is no church, but a few disciples and 
many inquirers. 

Kah-Lee, Mr. J——’s other Karen 
preacher, has helped me in the normal 
school until its close, but now returns to 
his church, south-west of the city. 

Yah Way, a young man of much prom- 
ise, goes to Then-gan-ai, where is quite 
a large number of young converts. I 
may not add; but I want you to reflect 
upon the amount of caution, exhortation 
and heart sympathy that must be ex- 
pended in sending out these servants of 
Christ. 


Preaching Christ by Proxy. 


Five long months of constant labor 
and anxiety have been devoted to these 
Karen pupils. But now they are away, 
bearing the word of life to places where 
the missionary can with difficulty go.— 
Even now, when all are gone from us, 
we are cheered by the reflection that we 
are preaching Christ (by proxy) to many 
of the heathen. A 

Let our good friends in America who 
support these Karen preachers, especially 
feel sure that they are now “holding 
forth the word of life” in these far-off 
jungles. O that God may work with us ; 
then, our efforts will not be in vain. 
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Zayat Journal. 


Aug. 31, 1863.—After remaining in 
the zayat some time without visitors, a 
shower of rain compelled a number of 
convicts who were working on the road 
near by, to seek shelter under the eaves 
of the zayat. Among them was a young 
man who had held a responsible office 
under government, but had fallen for 
some crime. His history is a sad one. I 
first met him several years ago. At that 
time Henthada was the “Civil Station,” 
as it is called, or Sessions town of the dis- 
trict. The jail was crowded with 300 
prisoners, and every Sunday, between 
morning and evening services, I was ac- 
customed to preach there. This young 
man attracted my attention by his intel- 
ligent questions. Soon after, he was lib- 
erated and entrusted again with office. 
But, for some, misdemeanor he was soon 
again deprived of it; and now, for gam- 
bling, he must work out a sentence of 
several months on the public roads, in 
chains and disgrace. While talking 
with the convicts, some twenty gathered 
around, among them a substantial mer- 
chant, whose questions indicated thought- 
fulness. With him I conversed a long 
time, endeavoring, and I think success- 
fully, to relieve his mind of sundry diffi- 
culties, which prevented him, he said, 
from receiving Christianity. He said he 
would come to my house to talk further 
about these things. 


Sept. 1.—Shortly after I arrived, quite 
a crowd came in, but mostly young men 
of worthless character, whose “God is 
their belly,” indifferent alike to this 
world and the next, so long as they can 
gratify their animal instincts. One or 
two of them, however, seemed of a better 
sort; and to them I addressed a few re- 
marks, as earnest and solemn as I could 
command, and was gratified to observe, 
from the changing expression of their 
faces, that, however evanescent it may 
prove to be, there could be no doubt of 
some effect being produced. 
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Understanding the Word. 

2.—The zayat was thronged to-day for 
several hours, the audience not unlike 
that, probably, with which Paul disputed 
daily in the school of one Tyrannus, i. e., 
a very mixed one. The majority were 
disputers. One, Moung Oung Gya, gave 
me most satisfaction. He is of a turn of 
mind very like Ko Shway-wa, the mer- 
chant mentioned Aug. 31. I was not 
surprised to hear that they are neighbors. 
At the last, several men came in with 
minds much above the ordinary stamp. 
Enjoyed much preaching to them. It is 
pleasant to talk with those who can grasp 
a thought at its first enunciation. O how 
head and heart ache, when the same thing 
must be repeated until the throat is sore 
and the voice fails; must be turned round 
in every possible light, and after all to all 
appearance in vain. 


Confessing Christ. 

15.—A grand day. Moung See-loung, 
a young man from Zalong, came in, con- 
ducted by some Christian Karens from 
whom he had heard of the great salva- 
tion. As I questioned and talked with 
him, a large number came in to see what 
was going on. A better opportunity to 
preach Jesus Christ could not be wished 
for, and I was enabled to improve it.— 
Moung See-loung confessed Christ boldly 
before the crowd, declared his faith in 
Him alone, and expressed his wish to be 
baptized. After a long talk with him, 
he went to see Ko Eing, and I continued 
talking with those who remained. Moung 
Loo-gyee, from a distant village, gave 
me trouble by bringing up all the old 
difficulties, and showing a captious spirit. 
The zayat being full of hearers, his object 
evidently was to worst me in argument. 
1 was enabled to keep calin, and show 
him the utter untenableness of his objec- 
tions. 

More Inquirers. 

16.—Detained at home by a church 
meeting. After meeting found Mrs. C. 
in conversation with a woman, whose 
statements respecting herself were very 
interesting. She was not happy, had no 


Henthada Mission.— Journal of Mr. Crawley. 17 


rest day nor night, thinking of her sins 
and need of a Saviour. Had long been 
convinced that Gaudama is not God, that 
the whole account of him is at best but a 
parable, and that the eternal God who 
created all things alone is God. Her 
husband is a man of most violent temper, 
and she would not dare to come and see 
us if he was aware of it. She took the 
opportunity to come while he was away 
from home for a few days. She has some 
of our books, but says she can only read 
them with the greatest caution; for an 
unmerciful beating, followed probably by 
desertion, would be the consequence of 
reading them before him. 


17.—Early this morning Ko Shway-wa 
came to the house to see me. This man, 
Moung See-loung, the woman mentioned 
yesterday, with several others, not bold 
enough to come and see me yet, but still 
evidently inquirers, are, we ought to be- 
lieve, answers to our united prayers. The 
zayat has been full to-day,—some, eavil- 
lers, but the majority good listeners.— 
Moung Tha-oo, a young man who had re- 
ceived a Burman tract from a Karen 
Christian, announced himself as a firm 
believer in Christ, and as wishing to join 
the church. Questioned him closely, but 
could detect no evidence that he was oth- 
erwise than straightforward and truthful. 
Sent him to Ko Eing, whose experience 
in all kinds of Burman character will en- 
able him to ascertain more easily if Tha- 
oo is indeed what he so plainly appears 
to be. This is the fifth who within ten 
days has come out as an inquirer. 

20.—Sunday. Preached from—*Bless- 
ed are they that mourn,” &c. Many hea- 
thentlisteners outside. Disappointed that 
Ko Shway-wa and Moung Tha-oo were 
not present. 


Caution Demanded—Interesting Report. 


21.—Moung Tha-oo came to see me 
early this morning, and explained his ab- 
sence yesterday satisfactorily. Said his 
father was thoughtful, as also many oth- 
ers who live in the same village. Wished 
to be baptized next Sunday. Told him 
he was an acquaintance of only a day, 
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and that the church would want to know 
him and prove him, before they could 
consent to his baptism. Ko Shway-wa 
does not give me the same satisfaction as 
at first. I have learned to look with 
suspicion upon every professed inquirer, 
who is himself in difficulty of any kind, 
or who has relatives who are. This last 
is Ko Shway-wa’s case, a brother-in-law 
in Government employ being charged 
with embezzlement. On Saturday morn- 
ing last, Ko Shway-wa came and had an- 
other long talk, during which the above 
fact came out. He hoped I would not sup- 
pose he had come to me only on that ac- 
count, assured me it was not so. [still 
hope his heart has been touched. I shall 
not, however, be at all surprised to hear 
that he has gone back. Ko Eing return- 
ed yesterday from a visit to Moung See- 
loung’s village, so hoarse that he could 
scarcely speak, having had to use his 
voice unsparingly all the time he was 
there. He reports many interesting 


cases. May it prove indeed, that God 


is manifesting his power there. 
Licensed Gambling. 

23.—Great excitement near the zayat. 
At this time every year, Government al- 
lows the people full liberty to gamble for 
a few days. The defence they would 
set up would probably be, the Burmese 
passion for gambling is so intense that 
there must be a safety valve, to wit, un- 
limited permission to gamble for a fixed 
time. And so the whole town is ina 
ferment of excitement. . Young and old, 
men and women, rich and poor, crowd 
the gaming stalls, just as they may be 
supposed to do the great gaming he]ls of 
Europe. A few, probably men who had 
nothing more to lose, and so were dis- 
gusted with gambling, came in to see 
me. 

24.—The gambling still continues.— 
The rain drove a great crowd of the 
players into the zayat. A man from 
Rangoon had a strong inclination to 
cavil. “In what part of Rangoon do you 
live ?” 

“In Lau-ma-daw.” 
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“Have you ever heard our preaching, 
or read our books ?” 

“Never.” 

“Why, you say you live in the Lau- 
ma-daw quarter. There is a preaching 
zayat there; why have you never gone 
in and discussed with the preacher ?” 

“Have often passed it, but never cared 
to go in.” 

“Then you know nothing about our 
religion ?” 

“Nothing.” 

“How, then, can you argue or discuss 
what you know nothing about? Will 
you listen now while I tell you what our 
religion says ?” 

“T will listen.” 

When I had finished he said, “Why, 
that is very good. I never had any idea 
the white book religion said that.” He 
seemed much softened, asked for a book, 
said he would come and see me at my 
house, and went on his way. 


Missionary Tour—First Fruits. 


Oct. 8.—Started from Henthada to 
spend a few days at Myiu-dai, where 
there is a candidate for baptism, Moung 
See-loung. This is the man mentioned 
Sept. 15, as awakened through the in- 
strumentality of Karen Christians. An 
ignorant man, able neither to read nor 
write, we yet hope that God has chosen 
him as the first fruit from a large village 
where the gospel has been preached more 
or less constantly for nearly nine years 
past. There is a Christian Karen vil- 
lage but a mile or two from Myiu-dai, 
and See-loung, as a small trader, had oc- 
easion frequently to go there, and thus 
was thrown in the way of hearing the 
truth. 

I arrived at Myiu-dai and was joyfully 
received by See-loung and Moung Kyau, 
the native preacher who had been here 
about a month. Made our home in a 
zayat, which to our joy was soon almost 
filled by young and old, coming, many, of 
course, from curiosity, but some with a 
desire to hear and understand the gospel. 

9.—Moung Ap, a young man who lives 
directly opposite our zayat, treated us 
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with marked respect and kindness, I ob- 
served from the first, lending us water 
jars, &c., and spending hours in succes- 
sion in asking questions or quietly listen- 
ing to all that was said. Many visitors, 
all more or less interesting, but Moung 
Ap, decidedly the most so. 

10.—Listeners all through the day.— 
Moung Ap constantly in attendance. 

Sabbath—Baptism. 

11.—Sunday.—Arose before daylight 
and by dawn was ready to spend an hour 
in prayer for God's blessing upon the ser- 
vices of the day, for his guidance in the 
acceptance or rejection of the candidate. 
My three boatmen, all Christians, old Ko 
Eing, and myself, all united in supplication 
and then commenced the work of the 
day with spirits refreshed, and confident 
that we should be preserved from error 
of judgment. The Karens from two 
neighboring villages having come, had 
the morning service at half past ten 
o'clock. — Text — “God so loved the 
world.” A very large assembly of the 
heathen listened attentively. After ser- 
mon examined See-loung, and took the 
testimony of all the Karen Christians 
who are intimate with him, as well as 
that of the native preacher Moung Kyau, 
who has lived with him nearly a month. 
It was unanimously voted that the evi- 
dence of his conversion justified his re- 
ceiving baptism. Having heard there 
was to be a baptism, the assembly had 
now greatly increased, and all hastened 
tumultuously to the bank, to get a good 
position for a sight of the ordinance. 
Having explained briefly the nature of 
the rite and its significance, 1 immersed 
the candidate inthe Triune Name. After a 
brief intermission, had the Lord’s Supper. 
The rest of the day was spent till a late 
hour at night, in conversation with the 
humerous comers. 

Preaching Christ in a Kyoung. 

12.—Left Myiu-dai, early this morn- 
ing for Payouk, to look up an inquirer 
supposed to live at that place. This man 
I met along distance from his home sev- 


eral months ago, in the Bassein district. 
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He then professed to be converted and 
asked for baptism; but considering his 
very limited knowledge of the truth, it 
seemed best that he should wait, and I 
told him I would myself go and see him 
in his village. On arriving at Payouk, 
however, I could find no trace of the man 
we sought. Though now too late to reach 
Myiu-dai before dark, we yet began our 
return, and by sunset reached a small 
village with a zayat and kyoung. The 
former being on the verge of the thick 
jungle grass, the priest advised us not to 
sleep in it, as the tigers were plentiful and 
were accustomed to come at night into 
the village and carry off dogs, &e. At 
the same time the priest seemed by no 
means willing to lodge us in the kyoung. 
After a short parley, however, it was 
agreed that we should sleep in the sacred 
building. While taking my tea, I offer- 
ed the priest a cup. No! his books 
would not allow him to eat or drink any- 
thing after the sun had passed the meri- 
dian. “But you drink water ?” “Yes, we 
must avoid only those things prepared 
with fire.” They may chew betel nut and 
smoke tobacco ad libitum, but woe to the 
priest if in obedience to the cravings of 
nature he allows food to pass his lips af- 
ter twelve, M. Gradually winning my 
way to his confidence, he became unre- 
served, and for several hours continued 
to ask such a number and variety of ques- 
tions, that I was enabled to preach the 
gospel to him without his having a sus- 
picion that I was making a distinct effort 
to impress his mind. With Phongies at 
least, this indirect method is the best way 
of preaching. Accordingly I have sel- 
dom had so good an opportunity for mak- — 
ing known the distinctive truths of Chris- 
tianity and the prominent facts of the 
plan of salvation. I was particularly 
pleased with the questions which his curi- 
osity led him to ask about Jesus Christ, 
as I was thus enabled to point out the 
striking contrast between the Saviourless 
system of Buddhism and the gospel. 


13.—Before taking leave of the priest 
this morning, I offered him two or three 
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of our best tracts, hoping that the con- 
versation of last night had prepared his 
mind to receive gladly anything that 
would give him light. He refused them, 
however, politely but persistently. Tell- 
ing him that some others might like to 
read them perhaps, I at last got his per- 
mission to leave them in the kyoung, 
hoping that they might yet be the means 
of doing him good. 


RANGOON MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MRS. INGALLA, 


Visit to Rangoon. 

Rangoon, Oct. 24, 1863.—I came down 
to Thongzai three weeks ago, and it is 
indeed a change after one year in the 
jungle away from all white people. I 
have seen Messrs. Thomas and Crawley 
and one other gentleman during this 
time, but I have not had any lady visit- 
ors. I have eaten bread, too, for the 
first time during the year; so with all 
these things it is a change. I have vis- 
ited all the Burman Christians in Ran- 
goon and Kemendine, and have seen 
many heathen friends. In a few days 
after I have seen Mr. Stevens, I shall re- 
turn to Thongzai. 

With my acquaintance here I should 
have a great work to do; but those peo- 
ple in the districts seem to claim my ser- 
vice, and so I go, willing, I trust, to 
make the sacrifice. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MK, P——. 


Continued Encouragement. 

P—., Dec. 22, 1863.—Blessed be 
God, who has not left us this year with- 
out tokens of his favor. 

I spent the first six months of the year 
at C——, and the remaining six partly 
at P——. 

I went recently for the second time to 
spend eight days in my former field. I 
visited all our brethren and friends in al- 
most all their communes; and, with the 
exception of a few causes of trouble 
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which, we hope, with God's help will 
pass away, 1 found the work generally 
encouraging, and some souls, called of 
God, who are disposed to be baptized. 

Mr. and Mrs. C are pious, active 
and devoted laborers, much esteemed in 
their evangelical work, and I believe 
they will do good. 

We have also had encouragement at 
Pr . Mr. D has thought it his 
duty, for the interest of the mission, to 
pass several months in England; but 
through the labors of our devoted evan- 
gelist, Mr. V——, and our worthy col- 
porteur, Mr. V——, the number of per- 
sons attending our worship has increas- 
ed. The church generally is awake and 
prayerful; the revival has continued both 
among ourselves and among our soldiers; 
six have been baptized, as you have been 
informed already, and we hope many 
more will follow soon. 


Prosperity of a Pastorless Church. 


I must now give you an account of the 
field of V , formerly occupied by Mr. 
Cc , and which I have visited regu- 
larly. 

Notwithstanding the loss of its faithful 
shepherd, I must say, to the praise of 
God, that not only has the work there 


lost none of its primitive life, but it is 


even in a state of prosperity. Under the 
influence of several brethren full of a 
missionary spirit and of the spirit of 
prayer, who in our absence direct the 
worship, all the brethren and friends 
whom we have visited truly rejoice us 
by their living piety and brotherly love; 
and nine persons seem to us ready to be 
baptized and to enter the church. 

You see, therefore, how prosperous is 
our present condition. What we now 
need is that God may grant us more 
strength, fidelity and devotion, that we 
may do good to these indifferent and un- 
believing multitudes around us, that we 
may bring them to the cross of Christ 
that they may find eternal life. 


Additions and Trials. 


The statistics of the church ateC-—— 
are the same as last year. We have lost 
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three ; but two new members have joined, 
and my wife,—the new and worthy mo- 
ther of my children, converted more than 
twenty years ago,—has also entered into 
communion with us, having fulfilled the 
command of Christ last spring. Never- 
theless, to tell the whole truth, I must 
add that the selfishness and tyranny of 
our French masters too often force our 
brethren to labor on the Sabbath. This, 
and the difliculty of arranging suitable 
marriages within the limits of our church- 
es, Which are still weak in numbers, often 
trouble us. May the Lord have pity 
upon us and our land. 


Unreported Benefits of the Mission. 


Our annual reports cannot tell all the 
good which the word of God has done to 
those who have occasionally heard it in 
our mectings, or whom we have visited. 
I have often been called to visit on their 
death-beds Catholics who did not ordina- 
rily frequent our worship, but who had 
heard from us the good tidings; and I 
have been happy to find them full of joy 
and peace, and supported by that hope 
in Jesus, the Divine Saviour, which is 
never disappointed. For this reason I 
believe eternity alone will reveal the 
good that has been done to these thou- 
sands who have heard the word of life 
during the last thirty years in the de- 
partment de I’ , and in many others 
where the gospel has been preached by 
your assistants. 


Encouragement for the United States. 


Be assured, we think of you, and your 
country—you who have for so long a 
time given us so many proofs of Christian 
affection, so many motives for gratitude. 
May the Lord ever be your Jehovah 
Nissi, as Ile was to Moses and Joshua, 
and you also will conquer. Yes, may 
God Almighty soon grant you that com- 
plete deliverance so much desired.— 
Though it is delayed, never lose courage. 
Your cause is the cause of righteousness, 
the cause of God; and remember that it 
is written, “The Son of Man came with 
the clouds of heaven, and came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought Him 
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near before Him, And there was given 
Him dominion, glory and a kingdom, that 
all people, nations and languages should 
serve Ilim. His dominion is an everlast- 
ing dominion which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be 
destroyed.” 

The church of L—— numbers,—scat- 
tered in twenty-two villages,—95 mem- 
bers. Emigrated to America, 30. Ex- 
cluded, chiefly in C and A——, 21.. 
Died, 18. Total, 164. 

The church in P. have given for 
their poor, for church expenses, for our 
future chapel and for missions, in all, 
900 francs. Mr. D had collected in 
England, for the chapel, at the last news, 
6,575 frances. 


GERMANY. 

LETTER FROM ONCKEN. 
Interest for the Persecuted in Russia and 
Poland. 

ilamburg, Nov. 28, 1863.—I beg to 
forward the translation of a recent ukase 
of the emperor of Russia, the contents of 
which will gladden your heart and the 
hearts of the members of the Board. We 
have here another tangible proof that 
the God we serve is a hearer and an- 
swerer of prayer, and that the hearts of 
all men are under his control, Through- 
out our mission churches a deep interest 
has been evinced for the suffering breth- 
ren in Russia and Poland, and incessant 
prayers have been presented on their bes 
half, the earnestness and vitality of which 
has been proved by the handsome con- 
tributions which have been sent in to us 
for the persecuted brethren from every 
section of our mission field. 

I hope the appended ukase of the em- 
peror is only a prelude to a general and 
more explicit acknowledgment of our 
denomination throughout the vast Rus- 
sian Empire. 

From our dear brother Alf, immured 
at Pultusk, in Poland, we have heard 
nothing; but as the three months of his 
imprisonment will terminate on the 8th 
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or 9th of December, we hope soon to 
hear from him. 


Opening Fields in Russia. 

With the ukase before us, and the 
spread of the truth in different parts of 
Russia, I have thought that all this, com- 
bined with the fact that at St. Peters- 
burg there are several believers who wish 
to be baptized, should direct our atten- 
tion more to Russia, and that it would be 

‘desirable, if I could visit that country, 
D. V., in the ensuing year. I recom- 
mend the matter to the serious consider- 
ation of the Board. Such a tour would 
require several months, and under the 
Divine blessing, incalculable blessings 
might result from it. 


New Chapel and New Church. 


I have lately returned from an inter- 
esting tour into Oldenburg, Bremen and 
Hanover, in which I opened a new chap- 
el at Sage, in the Grand Duchy of Old- 
enburg, formed a new church at Bremer- 
haven, and preached to large assemblies 
at different places. The fields are every- 
where ripe for the harvest, but alas! the 
laborers are so few. I trust the time may 
soon come, when the Board will be as 
able as they are willing, to render us the 
pecuniary aid of former years. For the 
present, I beg to present my warmest 
thanks for the aid received recently. 


The Imperial Ukase. 


Ukase of His Imperial Majesty, the self 
governor of all the Russias, from the 
directing Senate to the Courland Upper 
Judicial Court (Oberhofgericks.) By 
command of His Imperial Majesty, the 
directing Senate have had laid before 
them an exposition of the representation 
made Oct. 3, 1862, sub No. 8,700 of the 
criminal ease, against the in-the-city-of- 
Goldingen-written-down Adam Giirtner 
and the Smith-from-Labraggen Unnus 
Jannsolin, on account of the sect of the 
Baptists, spread out in Courland.—Com- 
manded. The smith of the estate La- 
-braggen, Jannsolm, and the tailor from 
Goldingen, Giirtner, have confessed that 
they, at meetings of persons of various 
ranks, have preached the religious doc- 
trines of the Baptists. Hereupon the in- 
vestigation proved that Jannsolm and 
Gartner continued their teachings, 
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regardless of the prohibition of the local 
authorities, and moreover that one of 
them, Giirtner, had at his own pleasure 
gone to Memel. After an investigation 
of this case, the Courland Judicial Court, 
in accordance with the article 362 of the 
Swod of the criminal laws, sentenced the 
offenders to an imprisonment of three 
weeks. The government procurator, how- 
ever, and the government president have 
moved, supporting their hes by the ar- 
ticle 306 of the same Toma, that the 
above persons, as disobedient to the reg- 
ulations of the authorities, be sentenced 
to an imprisonment of from six months to 
one year. 

Taking into consideration the above 
statement, the directing Senate find 
that the Upper Judicial Court founds its 
sentence on the article 362 of the Codes 
of punishment with which the founders 
of secret and by-the-government-prohib- 
ited societies are to be persecuted. But 
from the circumstances of the case, it is 
evident that the culprits are in no wise 
to be numbered to any secret or forbid- 
den society, as the doctrines of the Bap- 
tists have up to this time not been for- 
bidden in Russia; and besides this, Janns- 
olm and Giirtner delivered their doe- 
trines publicly, and therefore the article 
alleged by the Upper Judicial Court can 
have no application here. In the same 
manner, the punishment specified in ar- 
ticle 306 cannot be applied to the cul- 
prits, jirst, because there is nothing to 
prove that the parties concerned made 
an agreement to break the regulations 
of the local authorities; and secondly, 
that the disregard of such regulations 
was not, as appears from the declarations 
of Girtner and Jannsolm, from opposition 
to the authorities, but a consequence of 
their religious convictions. Furthermore, 
in view of the temporal rules sent for his 
regulation by the ministry of the Interior 
to the government president with regard 
to the Baptist doctrines in Courland, to 
the effect that all putting aside of their 
teachers by force is forbidden, a force to 
be all the less applied in the religious 
concerns of a doctrine which may later 
find acknowledgment,—in view of these 
rules the directing Senate are of opinion 
that Giirtner and Jannsolm cannot be 
called to account in the present case. 
Furthermore, with regard to the offence 
of Giirtner, who at his own pleasure went 
away across the frontier, the directing 
Senate wishes, in absence of the exist- 
ence of any agyravating circumstance, 
that Giirtner receive the punishment as- 
signed in article 1224 of the punishment 
Codes, in the lowest degree. Further- 
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more the directing Senate decides, that 
Jannsolm be exempted from all account- 
ability in this affair, and that a silver 
rouble be obtained from Giirtner in ac- 
cordance with art. 1224. All of which 
is to be brought to the knowledge of the 
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Courland Upper Judicial Court and the 
government president, and the original 
documents to be returned. 
August 8, 1863. 
From the 3d department, 2 division 
1 Expedition 3 table. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE CURSE OF MEROZ. 


Man a Fellow-laborer with God. 

The territory conquered by the Israel- 
ites had been wrested from them, and 
the yoke had been put upon their necks. 
This evil was sent upon them by God be- 
cause of their continued ungodliness, and 
that tendency to fall into open idolatry, 
which was so strong a feature of their 
character. Earnestly did God desire the 
everlasting welfare of the chosen people, 
and so again and again did He hand 
them over to the will of their enemies, 
that, under the cruel lash of the Am- 
monites and Canaanites, the Philistines 
and Midianites, they might learn those 
lessons of heavenly wisdom which they 
had refused to learn while basking in the 
full sunshine of prosperity. 

At the time of those events which are 
chronicled in the 4th and 5th chapters of 
the Book of Judges, God had let loose 
the Canaanites upon the land of Israel. 
He was now about to drive them back, 
trusting that the affliction had purged out 
some of the alloy from the chosen race. 
Little need had He of the help of Meroz ! 
But yet, in love to Meroz, and that Me- 
roz might have the honor of being a fel- 
low-laborer with God, God had gracious- 
ly called upon Meroz to assist Him,—and 
Meroz had refused to come! 

But let us beware how we condemn 
the inhabitants of Meroz, for their con- 
duct is too frequently the conduct of us 
all. The struggle at this time going on 
between the true-hearted of Israel and 
their oppressors, is but a type of the 
struggle that, for six thousand years, has 
been wearing on between the cause of 
God and the cause of the devil, between 


the cause of truth and the cause of error, 
between the children of light and the 
children of darkness. Even as the chosen 
race, by the good hand of their God upon 
them, triumphed over the Canaanites, so 
shall the cause of truth and righteousness 
finally triumph in the world, and wick- 
edness, as ashamed, shall hide her head. 
The long line of battle sways to and fro, 
and the voice of God cries loud and ear- 
nestly to each of us to gird him to the 
fray, even as of old the army of Israel, 
halting on the eve of battle upon the 
plain of Zaanaim, called upon their 
faint-hearted brother Meroz to come out 
and help them,—and Meroz refused to 
come, 

Observe, there was no appearance of 
Meroz preferring the cause of the Ca- 
naanites to the cause of Israel. God did 
not rebuke the men of Meroz because 
they had sided with the hosts of the op- 
pressor, and were ranged in open war 
against the ranks of God. All that was 
brought against them was the charge of 
standing aloof, and permitting others to 
fight that battle for which their swords 
should have been furbished, and in which 
their standard should have floated in the 
breeze. They did not fight against the 
Lord. All that could be said of them 
was, that they stood aloof, and refused to 
join combat with his enemies. They sym- 
pathized, doubtless, with their brethren, 
and wished them good speed in the bloody 
fight; but, if so, that was all they did, nor 
was that sufficient in the estimation of 
God; and because they came not to his 
help against the mighty, they were ac- 
cursed “bitterly.” And even so is it in 
all ages. God's controversy with men is 
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not merely that they have done no posi- 
tive harm in the world; He speaks of 
them as his enemies if they have done no 
real good. And so our Lord says, “He 
that is not with me is against me.” If, 
therefore, the man whose heart has not 
been touched with the love of God, and 
who has failed to bring forth fruit to the 
glory of God’s name, but who nevertheless 
leads a moral and virtuous life,—if even 
he is “bitterly accursed,” what must the 
final doom of those be who have, by 
known and open sin, testified to the fact 
that their sympathies are enlisted on the 
devil's side? If the men of Meroz, who 
merely stood aloof and refused to rally 
round their country’s standard, were 
“bitterly accursed,” who may tell what a 
fearful doom would have been in store 
for any of the tribes of Israel who had 
dared to make common cause with the 
enemies of God and the hosts of sih? “If 
the righteous scarcely be saved,” asks 
St. Peter, “where shall the ungodly and 
the sinner appear?” “Curse ye, Meroz,” 
said the angel of the Lord ; “curse ye bit- 
terly the inhabitants thereof;”—why ? 
Was it because Meroz made common 
cause with the enemy, or slunk away 
from his brother's side in the battle ? 
No! for neither of these heinous acts of 
treachery and sin; but simply because 
they came not to the help of the Lord. 
And thus men stand aloof, saying, “Peace, 
peace,” when there is no peace! 

We naturally inquire, what could have 
influenced the inhabitants of Meroz, and 
made them refuse to join their brethren 
in the fight? And two answers at once 
suggest themselves, either of which may 
solve the difficulty. They may have 
been influenced either by despair or in- 
difference. Mark the position of the Is- 
raelites; they were endeavoring to ob- 
tain a settlement in a foreignland. Now, 
it is a well known fact that, of all mili- 
tary enterprises, the most difficult and 
hopeless is the attempt to take forcible 
possession of a country equal in civiliza- 
tion, in wealth, in arts, and in military 
prowess with that country which sends 
the invader forth; and we oan easily 
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conceive the feelings of the maddened 
Canaanites, as they endeavored to hurl 
back the fierce onset of Israel. What 
though tower and town give way before 
the invading host? Long and desperate 
is the struggle ere the conquered race 
submit, and bend their neck to the for- 
eign yoke. And what though the ad- 
vance of Israel was unchecked by the 
serried ranks of Palestine, if by mountain 
glen and treacherous morass the patriot 
bands harassed apd cut off the invading 
foe, while, as they advanced, from every 
grove and hedge and thicket the arrows 
of death would fly, thinning their ranks 
at every step! Little wonder, therefore, 
that Meroz was tempted to give up the 
struggle in despair, and relinquish the 
attempt to wrest the Promised Land from 
the children of the soil. 

But observe ; if despair thus unnerved 
them, it was a very sinful feeling either 
to harbor in their minds or give way to; 
for despair was in their case but another 
word for want of faith. They should have 
remembered that the oath of God was 
pledged for it that they should take pos 
session of the Promised Land. God, 
who cannot lie, had again and again re- 
newed the assurance to the fathers of Is- 
rael, that the land in which Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob had wandered for years 
without possessing a foot of it, should yet 
be theirs in actual possession, and that 
from Dan even to Beersheba the children 
of Israel, lords of the soil, should enjoy 
the land in peace and plenty. They 
should have remembered, too, the mar- 
vellous steps by which they had hitherto 
been led, as they journeyed on, and as 
the time drew nigh which God had sworn 
to Abraham. Many a legend heard from 
aged sire must have impressed their in- 
fant minds with the solemn thought of a 
faithful Almighty God, ever true and ever 
near. And as gradually they grew up 
to man’s estate, the miraculous deliver- 
ances wrought by God in their own be- 
half must have often recalled to mind 
that old tale of desert life, which told 
how their ancestors passed on dry ground 
through the Red Sea and through the 
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Jordan, and how from day to day they 
ate the bread of heaven and drank of 
that mysterious stream that never left 
them. Unbelief in them was thus doubly 
culpable ; and no wonder the expression 
of it was bitterly accursed by God, for it 
said as plainly as actions could that God 
was a liar! 

Mark, now, the bearing of all this 
upon ourselves. If we cherish despair, 
thinking that the cause of God is a de- 
clining and ill-fated cause, and on that 
account give up the struggle with sin and 
Satan, we are but playing the part that 
Meroz played—Meroz, who was accursed 
bitterly. Men look round, and they see 
evil of gigantic proportions everywhere 
abounding, and they look at the small 
and feeble machinery that is employed 
upon the side of truth; and they ask, in 
querulous despondency, what they can 
do to check the growing evil. They hear 
of missionary enterprise as of some mad 
scheme, and they withhold their mite, 
deeming that the cause of truth is doomed 
to utterruin. Or they look inwards, and 
they find a soul naturally dead in sin 
and lusting to evil; and although they 
may be able to maintain an outwardly 
correct walk, so completely astray from 
God are their affections, so thoroughly 
aware are they that their hearts cling to 
this world and the things of it, that they 
well nigh despair of ever attaining to the 
standard of perfect men in Christ. 

Multitudes are guilty of grievous sin 
in this matter. They sink down intoa 
hopeless apathy, hearing of joy in the 
Holy Ghost, earnest, deep-seated love to 
the Redeemer, and communion with the 
Father; and, imagining that they tan 
never experience such joys as these, pass 
on, making no attempt to better their 
spiritual condition; like .Meroz, they go 
not to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 

Another feeling influencing the inhab- 
itants of Meroz may have been indiffer- 
ence; they may have preferred present 
ease with slavery, to freedom purchased 

- by continually keeping watch and ward 
against the enemy. We know with what 
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pusillanimous weak-heartedness the chil- 
dren of Israel, on the first appearance of 
danger and hardship in the wilderness, 
rebelled against Moses, because he had 
taken them away from the flesh-pots of 
Egypt; and how frequently they rose in 
rebellion against him, demanding to be 
led back to the land of slavery, and 
threatening him, if he refused, with in- 
stant death. And may not the very same 
principle have been at work in their 
minds in the land of Palestine, impelling 
them to look lazily on, while liberty and 
religion were both at stake ? 

And even so men dream on, drifting 
down wards on the broad and rapid river— 
too indifferent to the eternal well-being 
of the soul to make any effort to stem the 
furious and headlong rush that is bearing 
them fast to the shoreless sea of a lost 
eternity. What though the life or death 
of the soul depend upon a few strong and 
manly strokes? What though the wid- 
ening banks are receding every moment 
farther from each other, and salvation 
becoming every day more improbable 
than before? What thouzh the voice 
of God calls aloud in anxious tones, warn- 
ing them that their frail and tiny bark 
has been caught in the whirl of the eddy, 
and that if they rouse not now, they must 
be lost forever? Their only response 
comes drowsily, “Yet a little more sleep.”” 
And so the world rolls on. They love 
it, they cling to it, they serve it, their 
interests are bound up in it, and the cry 
of God rings through their ears in vain! 
And Meroz rested, while the leal and 
true-hearted of Israel fought hard and 
long with Sisera; and when the full Ju- 
dean moon was resting on the hard- 
fought field of Zaanaim, little wonder 
was it if the stillness of the midnight was 
broken by the voice—“Curse ye, Meroz! 
curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; 
because they came not to the help of the 
Lord, to the he!p of the Lord against the 
mighty !” 

Indifference! How can we be indif- 
ferent while the well being of the soul 
through eternity is at stake? Shall we 
contemplate the fearful power of sin, and 
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the evil tendencies of our nature, and 
not be roused to put forth in the strength 
of God our every energy? Or shall we 
see God striving for us and not come to 
his help against the mighty? By the 
shed blood of his own Son, by the cease- 
less workings of his Holy Spirit, by his 
long-suffering clemency, is He seeking to 
free us from the power of our great ene- 
my ; and shall all these Divine influences 
be thrown away, and we irretrievably 
lost, merely because we will not bestir 
ourselves to join battle in the good cause ? 
Never yet was man saved against his 
will; never was he delivered from the 
great enemy without a struggle, often 
sore and very trying ; never was a victory 
won over Satan which did not leave be- 
hind it, as the monuments of the hard- 
fought field, multitudes of the slain and 
the dying—temptations desperately re- 
sisted, and lusts crushed down after a fu- 
rious death-grapple ! 

We remark, therefore, that Meroz 
ought to have gone to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty, because God 
ever works by means. In the physical 
world we find it so; if men refuse to till 
the ground and sow their seed, they need 
look for no harvest in the harvest months; 
and if they neglect to take that repose 
and exercise and food, and to obey those 
laws of health and cleanliness, without 
which life would fade away, they need 
not wonder if the strongest constitution 
break down, and the spring of life dry at 
the fountain-head. And even so in 
spiritual life. Would we be saved? 
Then let us bestir ourselves and take 
those steps without which we shall perish, 
but which, if taken in the strength of 
God, and by the grace of his Holy Spirit, 
shall result, when the smoke and din of 
the battle have cleared away, in a blessed 
eternity of joy and peace. That contest 
from which Meroz shrunk resulted in a 
long repose ; for forty years the land had 
rest, till all that generation of hardy 
warriors had passed in peace from this 
earthly scene; and during all that time 
the curse of God rested “bitterly” on 
false-hearted Meroz! And when the 
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saints of the Lord who have come out of 
great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb,—when they from their 
peaceful heaven look back upon the des- 
perate struggles and the many fatigues 
and privations of their life on earth, it 
shall be but to tune their harps to a 
louder hymn of praise as they celebrate 
the mercy of their Divine Leader, who 
was pleased to call them with a high and 
holy calling to be fellow-laborers with 
Himself, and to be comrades in the same 
glorious cause. But if we refuse to join 
battle upon earth and share the labors 
of the soldiers of the Cross, we cannot 
expect, when the struggle is over and 
the victory won, to share in the conquer- 
or’s reward. 

This question now suggests itself to 
us: Shall we act like the brave ten thou- 
sand that went down to Zaanaim, or 
shall we demean ourselves like the faint- 
hearted ones of Meroz? That question 
each of us is silently but distinctly an- 
swering as the time goes by. God looked 
abroad through the marshalled ranks of 
Israel, and he missed the men of Meroz. 
He is looking now upon us to see if we 
are girding for the fray, or if, like Meroz, 
we are slumbering on while the foes of 
God and man are’ binding us in fast cap- 
tivity. O that the Spirit of the Lord 
would rouse us to a sense of danger! 
that, like the dry bones that Ezekiel saw, 
there were a shaking, a universal stir, 
throughout this dead, this sin-struck 
earth! Would that men were every- 
where, by their actions, saying like Jehu, 
“Come and see my zeal for the Lord!” 
But let us never forget that, ere Jehu 
could utter forth these words with power, 
he had received the mighty Spirit of the 
living God; and we, too, if we would 
quit ourselves like men in the battle of 
life, must be endued with power from on 
high, else we shall be impelled, by many 
lusts, to join the ranks of God’s avowed 
foes, or, at best, slumber on like faint- 
hearted Meroz—Meroz, who was accurs- 
ed “bitterly !"—Church of Scotland Miss. 
Record. 
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SELECTING FIELDS OF LABOR. 


Transfer yourselves in thought to the 
earliest times, when the gospel of our 
Lord was struggling for expansion 
through the earth. You then saw it set- 
tled where the apostles and apostolic 
men should go, and where they should 
not go. It was not left to their own in- 
dividual caprice—it was not left to their 
own private choice. The Blessed Spirit 
indicated to those who were carrying 
the banners of the Cross where they 
should make their first inroad, and from 
what places they should for the time ab- 
stain. You remember where we read* 
that they were disposed to go to Asia, but 
the Spirit suffered them not. You will 
also remember the man in Macedonia, 
beckoning over the apostle St. Paul in a 
vision, beckoning him away from those 
interests which lay nearest to him, beck- 
oning him away from that peculiar line 
of missionary work which it is perfectly 
plain he had chalked out for himself.— 
St. Paul was an eastern man, and full of 
the love of the East which belongs so es- 
sentially to every eastern man. Plainly, 
we may gather from the whole account 
that had he listened to the dictates of his 
own inclination, the Lesser Asia would 
have been the great sphere of that man’s 
work. But to come to Europe, with 
which he had little sympathy—no sym- 
pathy at all at that time, except as he 
sympathized with every fallen and re- 
deemed man, because he saw upon every 
one the Cross of his beloved Lord and 
the redeeming drops of his Master’sblood ; 
to come from the beloved East, with its 
ancient calm, with its loved traditions, 
with its beloved voices, and to cast him- 
self, instead, into the strife and turmoil 
of Europe, was altogether against the 
natural inclination of the man. But the 
vision beckoned him, and the apostle 
obeyed. And if he had not obeyed, if 
instead of that he had leaned upon his 
own inclinations, and had gone whither 
they would have led him, can any one 
for a moment doubt, that that mighty 
success which attended him would have 
been withheld, because the Spirit work- 
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eth in the willing instrument which bows 
itself to the lightest intimation, and not 
through the self-willed heart which sets 
its own will up against the will of the 
Almighty. 

If at that time the duty of thus spread- 
ing the church of Christ was to listen en- 
tirely, and with such childlike obedience, 
to the intimations of the will of God, must 
not it be the same with us? Must not 
we just as much be bound at this moment 
to see that where the finger of God points 
is our sphere of labor, if we desire in our 
time to have the whole support of God 
and his whole Spirit with us? The only 
difference must be this,—we are not to 
look for the supernatural intimation of 
that will, but we are to read the intima- 
tions of that will in the ordinary commu- 
nications of God to us. Now, how are 
these ordinary communications made ?— 
They are made by the unseen presence 
and power of God working through ma- 
terial things; shaping the flow of the 
stream of time as it runs onward, bend- 
ing it now in this and then in that direc- 
tion, and leaving for us, studying care- 
fully his will in his revealed Word, and 
his ways in the world around us, to see 
what Iris intimation to us at the time is 
as to the duty which at that moment is 
ours. And how, then, are we to gather 
it as tothis? Consider for a single mo- 
ment the position of Christendom now, as 
compared with the condition of Christen- 
dom when the first apostles and fisher- 
men of Galilee went out against the unit- 
ed world to spread that truth. Surely 
we can see at once, that whereas then 
the ignorant were against the learned, 
the uncivilized against the civilized, the 
comparatively despised against those who 
were rich in all the learning and power 
of this world; now, on the other hand, 
the riches, the power, the political 
strength, the intellectual vigor of the 
earth are gathered upon the church’s side 
against the church’s opponents. 

We know perfectly well now that what 
we call civilization is really another word 
for Christianity in some shape or other. 
Where is there at this moment civiliza- 
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tion upon the earth where there is not 
Christianity, and where Christianity has 
not been? You see, then, the difference 
that has come over the whole aspect of 
the conflict. It is now this world’s might 
of intellect, this world’s power of arms 
on the side of Christianity, against the 
uncivilized, barbarous world in their ig- 
norance not only of Christ, but of all 
other things in this mighty world around 
them. Now mark what follows from 
that distinction. When those who were 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom 
came as the ignorant to the learned, how 
could they obtain a hearing? What 
was necessary for them in order to ena- 
ble them so to command the attention of 
the world that the world would listen 
to what they had tosay,and give to what 
they had to say the opportunity of pro- 
ducing its proper results ? “You see at 
once that something was needful. That 
something manifestly was the power of 
working miracles. When a man went 
among the heathen people of that time 
who were his superiors in philosophy, his 
superiors infinitely in art, the superiors 
of his own nation in political power— 
when the poor Galilean fisherman came 
to argue, for instance, with the Tearned 
Greek or with the powerful Roman, what 
had he to command so much as a mo- 
ment’s quiet attention, which would lead 
that man without the utmost scorn to 
listen to his words? God provided that 
power, as his church needed it, in the 
power of miracles,—credentials from the 
other world, credentials from the Master 
of Life, creating the first listening and at- 
tention to the Word which that messen- 
ger bore; which Word was to produce 
its effect upon the listener’s heart. This 
was the power of miracles. It was not 
that the miracle itself converted the 
heart. It is a most shallow view that. 
Signs and portents do not convert the 
heart. They do not touch the will, in 
which lies the mighty secret of conver- 
sion. They do not move the affections, 
which must be stirred before the stub- 
born will yields itself, and in which, in 
their final flame heavenward, is the ac- 
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complishment of the mighty sacrifice of 
the heart of man to his God. Prodigies 
and portents touch not these things.— 
There are deep notes in tte mighty com- 
posite instrument of humanity, which the 
sign and the miracle cannot make to 
speak. No. It was the message of the 
love of God then as it is now—the mes- 
sage of reconciliation, brought home to 
the man in whom the gnawing sense of 
internal dissatisfaction was breeding a 
desire to have questions answered which 
from his youth up had been sounding 
unanswered within his heart,—it was 
this message of the Lord to him which, 
under the breath of the Everlasting Spir- 
it, was then, as it must be now, the single 
instrument of the conversion of the heart. 
The miracle did but, like the voice of the 
trumpet, awaken the attention which 
was to be given to the received message. 

Is there anything provided at this mo- 
ment which answers to that? It seems 
to me that the reply is patent, inasmuch 
as now the superiority of the holders of 
the deposit of the faith over the whole 
race of man who have it not is plain, in- 
telligible, and certain. ,They can, by the 
demonstration of that superiority, com- 
mand the same first listening to the mes- 
sage that they have to deliver, which the 
gift of supernatural power administered 
to the first preachers. Now that is not 
saying that civilization can convert na- 
tions, nor that the superior power which 
waits upon the possession of the gospel 
converts them. I ventured to say, even, 
that tf power of supernatural works 
could not convert the heart, and no more 
can these supreme powers of intelligence 
and civilization. They have no gift of 
themselves of converting the heart, but 
they have the gift of exciting the listen- 
ing attention of those who can appreciate 
them, and so leading them to listen to 
the message ; which message, under the 
power of the Holy Spirit, is the converter 
of the heart to God. 

If, then, this is so, first it becomes the 
duty of Christian nations to use that su- 
premacy God has given them for this 
purpose ; and next it becomes their duty , 


| 
| 

| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1864.] 


in choosing the field of their operation, 
to select those places where these powers 
God has given them will best enable them 
to demand the attention they need for 
the reception of their message. There- 
fore, observe, wherever a Christian na- 
tion has been by God's providence con- 
nected in its national character with the 
heathen people, there the finger of God 
marks, and there is the place for you to, 
begin your work. If there be, through 
his providential arrangement, any part of 
the earth in which a Christian nation 
possesses the command of a great multi- 
tude of the heathen, where they there- 
fore will appreciate the power which 
these strangers possess, where they will 
see with their own eyes what civilization 
has done for them,—there is the indica- 
tion of the hand of God; there is the man 
of Macedonia standing in a vision, and 
saying, “Come over and help us.” If we 
can read the signs of the times as the 
apostles read them, that should show us 
that we should go over, gathering assur- 
edly that God has called us to the work.* 

Instead of being less than anything we 
had a right to expect, I think I could 
prove to any thoughtful man that the 
blessing of God, as given to our labors, is 
infinitely greater than anything we had 
a right to expect, if we measure those la- 
bors by the true measure of their sim- 
plicity, their singleness, and their self- 
denial. Men are led astray, so far as 
that argument goes, in this way. They 
see the spread the gospel has made 
throughout the earth,—they see it does 
not make the same spread now ; but they 
forget that they are comparing, perhaps, 
an interval of ten to fifty years with an 
interval of 1800 years through which 
the gospel has been spreading in the 
earth. So far from its having been a 
slow, I believe that in many parts of In- 


*The principle here advocated by the writer 
is not to be admitted without wide exception. 
The English Missionary Societies have not act- 
ed upon it. But the general excellence of this 
article will be accepted as a reason for its in- 
sertion in the Magazine, notwithstanding the 
necessity for this criticism.—Ep. Mac. 
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dia, for instance, it has been an unexam- 
pled spread; and that if men at the be- 
ginning had judged by the same stand- 
ard, they would have turned back from 
barbarian Phrygia, and never visited dis- 
tant Britain with the healing sounds of 
Christ’s truth. 
* But even if it was not so—if we did 
not see the result,—that should make no 
difference in our work. We work not 
for results, but we work for God, and we 
leave the results in his hand. And when 
man, in his littleness, looks out and 
says, “I do not see the fruit, and so I 
will give it up,” it reminds me of what 
we see even in nature. We look at some 
mighty estuary, which the retiring tide 
has left bare of the water. We go to the 
seashore, and we see there a vast expanse 
of sand and mud, with little trickling riv- 
ulets wearing their scarcely appreciable 
way through the resisting banks of that 
yielding ooze; and the man who knew 
not the secrets of the tide and the influ- 
ences by which God governs nature would 
say, “Ilow can you ever expect to see 
that great expanse covered?” Look at 
those sandbanks—those mud-heaps ; how, 
possibly, by any contrivance are you to 
cover them? You had better give up 
the thought, and acquiesce in the perpet- 
ual sterility and the enduring ooze.”— 
But high in the heavens the unseen Ruler 
has set the orb which shall swamp in her 
time the tides of the surrounding ocean ; 
and when the appointed moment comes, 
—noiselessly and unobserved, but sud- 
denly and sufficiently—the whole is cov- 
ered by the rejoicing water; and again it 
is one argent surface, sandless and mud- 
less, because the Lord hath willed it. 
And by the self-same power, when the 
appointed hour comes, his work shall be 
wrought in the heathen mind; and these 
trickling rills of a struggling Christiani- 
ty, which we have scarcely maintained 
through the mighty ooze of the opposition 
of fallen humanity, shall, under the un- 
seen influences of the heavens above, so 
spring into a rejoicing tide, and cover 
with the wave of God’s truth the regen- 
erated earth. Blessed in that day above 
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men shall the servant be whom his Lord, 
when He cometh, shall find working for 
the result !—Bishop of Oxford in Christian 
Work. 


CHURCH EFFICIENCY. 
Duty of the Members. 


The earthly kingdom of God is ordain- 
ed to the conquest of the world. Every 
church has a part in this work of Divine 
love, and is impelled thereto by its own 
love, which is its life; nor can it cease 
from this holy yearning and labor, while 
any souls remain in bondage, without en- 
tering the shadow of death. The church 
lives only as it is animated by the love of 
God. The energy of its love is the meas- 
ure of its vitality. It was by virtue of 
having this love, and consecrating itself 
wholly thereto, that it became a church 
at the first; and only by continuing as it 
began, can it retain its character as a 
municipality of heaven. Nor is the ex- 
ercise of a Christly love more the duty 
of any one church member than of every 
other. For only as partaking of it are 
any of them members of his body at all. 
The glorious work of the Lord is no more 
the property of a particular class than is 
the privilege of loving Him; and every 
one who loves is not only permitted, but 
is bound, to labor for Him, seeing the 
faith that shows not itself by works is 
counted dead, since it is dead. 

Every individual member of Christ’s 
body, in that he is a member, is held to 
Christ’s work; and the measure of his 
opportunity and ability is the sole meas- 
ure of his duty. The antipodes are em- 
braced in his field, if he can reach them, 
and the dwellers on the uttermost islands 
are his neighbors, if it is possible for him 
to touch them with the blessing of a 
Christian deed or word. 

Nor has any creature a right to inter- 
pose an obstacle to such exercise of Chris- 
tian love on the part of any disciple to- 
ward any human being; least of all may 
the church do it. On the contrary, it is 
the most solemn duty of the church to 
furnish every possible help to this love’s 
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working; and this, both for the sake of 
its own children and of them that are 
without. It was, indeed, organized for 
this very purpose ; to wit, that God's peo- 
ple might, through combination and meth- 
od, be able to do more for each other and 
the world than was possible if they should 
act separately. A church, therefore, 
which should refuse or omit to open the 
door of Christian usefulness to its mem- 
bers, to throw upon them the responsi- 
bility essential to a steady and effective 
activity, and to favor in all ways the best 
development of their energies, in private 
efforts and in public united labors, would 
not merely be unfaithful, but would stul- 
tify itself, contradicting the acknowledged 
end of its existence. 

Every member of every church has 
property in that church’s work, which 
no man may take from him; it is his 
birthright, a part of his inheritance as a 
saint. He owns the privilege of doing 
as much of it as Divine Providence ren- 
ders possible. If he receives from the 
Spirit a word of wisdom, it is his duty to 
contribute that; if a gift of exhortation 
and “prophecy,” it is his privilege to ex- 
ercise it; if of help, or of government, 
knowledge of tongues, a gift of teaching, 
of comforting, or of reclaiming, it is his 
privilege to exercise that ; if he is clothed 
with a spirit of prayer or a knowledge of 
mysteries, or if he is able only to walk 
humbly, in meekness and in fear, or if, 
shut out from all activity, he can only si- 
lently endure, while his body wastes and 
life’s fountains break—whatever, under 
the ordering of Infinite Wisdom, he is 
able to do, that it is his privilege and 
duty to do; and he may justly claim of 
every man and of every human organi- 
zation, that no hindrance be thrust in his 
way, and that the whole kingdom of God 
be united in rendering him every possible 
help. 

Duty of the Church. 

From all this it follows: 1. That every 
church is bound to instruct its members: 
in the duty of thus putting into life their 
love to all men, and of combining for 
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mutual, help in fulfilling this love’s high 
behest. 

2. That every church is bound, as a 
church, to incite and assist its members 
in all such labors. 

3. In order that they may be incited, 
it is bound to impose upon them, in the 
most impressive and authoritative man- 
ner, the responsibility of doing the Lord’s 
work. 

4. That they may be assisted, it is 


bound so to arrange its own structure 


and usages, that this responsibility shall 
always bear directly upon all, and op- 
portunity for meeting it be always open 
to all. 

5. In order that responsibility and op- 
portunity may be thus universal, the 
structure and usage of the church must 
make its work the duty, not of a select 
few, but of the entire membership. 

6. But as each church is an organized 
society, and must be, its structure pro- 
vides for leadership, and the due order- 
ing and portioning out of labor ; in which, 
of course, every member cannot have the 
same oflice, or be doing at every time the 
same work or kind of work. Indeed, 
while the general structure of the church 
proclaims its own fundamental law, de- 
claring “all we are brethren,” many of 
its details furnish a commentary thereto, 
saying with equal emphasis, “in honor 
preferring one another;” “he that is 
greatest among us is as the younger, and 
he that is chief as he that doth serve.” 
But all distinctions are made solely with 
a view to Christian efficiency ; the ques- 
tion of church polity being, properly, not 
a question of authority, rank, and domin- 
ion, but of instruments, adjustments, and 
modes of usefulness. — Church of Scotland 
Miss. Record. 


CASHMERE AS A MISSIONARY FIELD. 

The summer months were spent by Mr. 
Loewenthal, the missionary, in a tour to 
and in Cashmere, undertaken for purpos- 
es partly of relaxation, and partly of 
missionary exploration. The past histo- 
ry and present condition of Cashmere 
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offer very much to interest every religious 
mind. Few countries exhibit so distinct- 
ly the traces of the different religions 
which have prevailed in them, as Cash- 
mere does. The strata -of religious be- 
lief, which have gone to make up the 
character of the inhabitants, as it now is, 
the by-word of the nations of Asia, can 
almost be counted by the eye. 

The earliest religion of the inhabitants 
of Cashmere was serpent-worship ; this 
has left its mark in the names of the nu- 
merous springs, each spring bearing the 
name of the dragon or serpent, which 
was supposed to preside over it. The 
worship of Siva, the usages of Hindu- 
ism, and the power of the brahmins, be- 
gan to have their sway, according to na- 
tive statements, as early as 3700 B. C., 
or, as this date is modified by European 
scholars, 2600 B. C. A succession of 
Hindu dynasties extended down to the 
end of the thirteenth century, when a 
Mohammedan, by marrying the widow of 
a Hindu king, obtained the throne, and 
soon the whole country was converted to 
Mohammedanism. 

Of the monuments of their religion, 
which this long line of Hindu kings erect- 
ed, there are but very few whose origin 
can be placed long before the beginning — 
of the Christian era; but the whole valley 
is covered with the remains of later days, 
which are now in every state of preser- 
vation and ruin, from the shapeless mound 
of debris at Avantipur, to the almost per- 
fect structure at Payach. In grandeur 
of conception and execution, some of the 
temple ruins of Cashmere may vie with 
some of the finest remains of all antiqui- 
ty ; in simplicity of style and ornament 
also, they are much distinguished above 
what is known as Hindu taste; their _ 
style, indeed, is sui generis. However, 
five hundred years of intolerant Moham- 
medan rule have left extremely few of 
these ancient remains to stand upright; 
temples were turned into mosques and 
tombs, and where this was not possible, 
the structures have been carried away, 
stone by stone, to be put sometimes to 
most degrading uses. At every step, in 


Srinagar, the chief city, the traveller 
meets with portions of columns, pedi- 
- ments, friezes, capitals, hewn and squar- 
ed and carved stones, forming founda- 
tions of houses; steps, quays, piers of 
bridges, fullers’ and dyers’ vats, and all 
other imaginable objects. 


But little more than forty years have 
passed, since the Mohammedan had to 
yield to the tasteless Sikh; and scarce 
fifteen since a Hindu dynasty once more 
ascended the throne of Cashmere, and 
Mohammedan structures now in their 
turn form the quarries for the modern 
builder. The pretty summer-house on 
the “Isle of Chinars,” erected by the Mo- 
gul, has been demolished, to build with its 
material a hideous sivvala in modern Hin- 
du taste, in which the Maharaja worships, 
when in Srinagar. The great Hindu 
temple on the right bank of the Jhelum, 
which was turned intoa Mussulman king’s 
tomb in the fourteenth century, has been 
avenged ; for a beautiful Mohammedan 
structure, on the left, has now been ruth- 
lessly converted into a cenotaph for the 
late Gulab Singh. The “king’s tomb,” by 
the way, is now used asa granary. And 
the process is going ons 


In the early days of Mohammedanism 
in Cashmere, a celebrated spring, conse- 
crated to Kali, was taken from the still 
remaining Hindus, and a building erect- 
ed over it to serve as a shrine for a cele- 
brated Sayid, called Shahi Hamadan, now 
the most picturesque mosque in Cash- 
mere. But the brahmins of the present 
day, in the restored “reign of justice,” as 
they call the Hindu rule,(dharm raj,) are 
claiming the place as their property, and 
the Mohammedans have had to ransom 
_ it once or twice with considerable sums. 
But this has not saved them froma great 
indignity. The red mark of Kali has 
been painted on the very shrine of the 
saint, on the very wall built by king Si- 
kandar, called the Idol-breaker, and the 
brahmin may be seen rubbing his fore- 
head against the ochre, whilst three steps 
from him the cowed Islamite is whisper- 
ing his anti-idolatrous creed. 
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The Mohammedans of the Valley— 
The Hindus. 


Though nine-tenths of the popula- 
tion of Cashmere are Mohammedans, 
they are not at all like the insolent, swag- 
gering, domineering followers of the 
prophet one knows in British territory ; 
least of all like the haughty Agghan ; on 
the contrary, they are subdued and hum- 
ble ; for forty years they have not heard 
the Muezzin’s call to prayers, and they 
have been made more aware that they 
are no longer the ruling race, than they 
have ever been in British territory. A 
Cashmere Mohammedan does not con- 
sider it a grievance even to be prevented 
from knocking down an opponent in ar- 
gument. The present generation, too, 
are much more ignorant than their co- 
religionists elsewhere usually are, and 
they know it, and lament it, but seem to 
be totally incapable of devising or con- 
ceiving of a remedy. Some Maulvis 
were induced to visit the missionary now 
and then, during his stay in Cashmere ; 
but they rarely entered into an argu- 
ment; they assented to everything that 
was said. 

It was somewhat different in street- 
preaching. After the first hindrances, 
arising from the narrowness and filthiness 
of the streets, had been overcome, it was 
never difficult to gather a large audience 
in ashort time. As soon however, as the 
preacher's object was clearly understood, 
he was continually interrupted by hoot- 
ing, shouting, and all kinds of noisy op- 
position. This, one would have been apt 
to set down as opposition to the truth, 
enmity to the gospel, ete. This view, 
easily taken up, would have been quite 
erroneous. It was not the gospel at which 
these people were manifesting their dis- 
pleasure; not the Christian religion, but 
that which alone they had an opportunity 
to take for the religion of the Christians. 
They manifested a most excusable indig- 
nation at the effrontery, (as they deemed 
it,) that a religion should be offered 
them as superior to their own, such as 
they saw practised from year to year by 
those whom they considered Christians. 
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It was only by degrees that this initial 
opposition was overcome, and then the 
audiences were usually quiet and atten- 
tive for a long time. What discussions, 
on such occasions, did take place, were 
with Kabulis, or men from the plains; 
Kashmiris would not argue. 

There are also, probably, some thirty 
or forty thousand indigenous Hindus in 
Cashmere, who ought to be considered 
for a moment. They are all brahmins; 
but these also have little of the pride of 
the “twice-born” left. They wear the 
same dress as the Mohammedans, and do 
not shave their beard. With much la- 
mentation, they will tell of the good old 
times when the brahmins of Cashmere 
led such holy lives, in observing all the 
ceremonies, that they could work mira- 
cles in consequence ; but when some per- 
secuting Mohammedan king obliged them 
to let their beards grow, and to change 
their dinner hour from noon to night, all 
their thaumaturgic powers departed from 
them, and now brahmins were as bad as 
other people. Their ignorance certainly 
is nearly as great as that of the Moham- 
medans. Those even among them who 
read any of the Shasters, do so in Persian 
translations. They have a very great 
number of schools, all very small; and in 
all, both Hindu and Mohammedan, Per- 
sian is the only language taught. Only 
in one school, of those which the mission- 
ary visited, did he find the Devanagari 
character taught. 

Translation of the Scriptures. 

There are many elements, therefore, 
of a conflicting nature, which must be 
taken into consideration in determining 
the eligibility of Cashmere as a mission 
field. The character of the natives is 
mild, not fanatical, easily impressed ; but 
at the same time frivolous, mercenary, 
and demoralized to a fearful degree. 
While a mission would probably meet 
with no fierce opposition of any kind, 
there would be the dangers of total indif- 
ference, and of mercenary eagerness to 
do anything for gain, to be encountered 
and avoided. Scores would probably at 
once become “inquirers” after the truth, 
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if the missionary would only give them 
money, or a support without the necessity 
of labor. A species of “converts,” of the 
same character, may also be expected. 
A school to teach English would at once 
be filled to its utmost capacity. Books, 
both Persian and Hindustani, would be 
accepted with eagerness. But a mission 
in Cashmere, to be a mission in earnest, 
should aim at more than attracting mer- 
cenary proselytes, establishing a school, 


‘or distributing books. 


The idea, perhaps entertained, that a 
mission in Cashmere need only,be a hot 
weather mission, must at once be aban- 
doned. The man who thinks of doing 
mission work for the Cashmiris, must be 
ready to devote himself to them altogeth- 
er; the poor creatures have souls in the 
winter also. Everything possible must 
be done to show the Cashmiri that the 
missionary is not a mere visitor in the 
Valley, like other Europeans. He should, 
above all things, and first of all, acquire 
the language of Cashmere. The mission- 
ary, on his visit, preached in Persian; 
this is understood by many ; Hindustani 
is also understood by some ; but the vast 
mass of the people understand nothing 
but their mother tongue, which is Cash- | 
miri. The missionary, at first, after 
preaching in the bazaars in Persian, used 
to be pleased to see the large crowd break 
up into smaller groups, each around some 
one man, who was apparently repeating 
to his hearers in the vernacular, what had 


‘been said in Persian; the missionary was 


glad to see so many volunteer missiona- 
ries. It was only after a considerable 
time, when he had acquired enough of 
Cashmiri to understand what was going 
on, that he found out that these volun- 
teers perverted almost everything that 
he was in the habit of saying. The peo- 
ple cannot be reached, unless the mission- 
ary is master of the vernacular. 

A Cashmiri version of the New Testa- 
tament was published in Serampore in 
1830; this, however, is printed in the 
Sharadha character, which would, in the 
best case, be known only to Hindus, who 
form less than a tenth of the population 
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of Cashmere; but the real fact is, that 
extremely few of the brahmins even are 
jqve to read this character. Whether 
any version but the Persian could be 
used in Cashmere, under present circum- 
stances, seems doubtful ; experience alone 
could determine this question. Cash- 
miri is very rarely written, and then al- 
most always in the Persian character. 
Of a literature, the language seems to 
possess nothing but a number of love- 
songs, and abridged translations of one 
or two of the Persian metrical romances. 

If a new version of the Scriptures in 
Cashmiri be undertaken, it will proba- 
bly be found expedient to discard even 
the, Persian character for it, and to adopt 
the Roman character. With a contem- 
poraneous system of schools, there would 
be a fair chance for the introduction of 
a character which certainly offers to the 
missionary cause advantages which have 
not as yet been sufliciently recognized 
or made use of. 

For the creation of a literature, the 
field is wonderfully clear. Of the an- 
cient Sanscrit learning, every vestige 
has disappeared ; of the subsequent culti- 
vation of the Persian language, there are 
but a few histories to testify now, and 
these are falling into oblivion among the 
natives; and the country seems to be 
waiting, politically, religiously, morally, 
and industrially, for some mind or some 
nea to revive it in all its interests.— 
Lhere is nought containing the regene- 
sative germ so much needed, but Chris- 
sianity— Home and For. Record. 


DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED IN JANUARY, 1864. 
Maine. 

.--vermore Falls, ch. 10; Warren, 
wadies’ Bap. For. Miss. Soc., 
wirs. Eliza A. Kennedy tr., 12; 
Bangor, 2nd ch., Sab. sch., 
Abram Moor tr., 25; Ft. Fair- 
yeld, ch., of wh. 7 is fr. Henry 
“1. Hopkinson, 2 fr. J. and S. 
opkinson, and 2 ea. fr. E. N. 
aad M. A. Hopkinson, 13; Al- 
tred, Rev. A. Dunbar 2; Au- 
sta, ch. 45; Bethel, M. J. 
5; Brooklin Fem. For. 
Miss. Soc., Mrs. Joseph P. 


Batchelder tr., 19; 181.00 


Donat 


New Hampshire. 
Seabrook, ch., Juv. Miss. Soc. 5- 
84; South Lyndboro’, David 
Putnam Jr. 4; Exeter, Elm. st. 
ad 
Vermont. 
Jericho, ch., of wh. 1.20 is fr. 
Sab. sch., 16.20; Mt. Pleasant, 
Effie Allen, to be expended by 
Rev. B. C. Thomas, Henthad 
Burmah, 15; a friend, a po] 
dollar, 1.42; Windsor, ch., 
uar. coll., 21.50; Vershire, 
irs. Lizzie Arnold 2; East 
Bethel, Rev. A. Norcross 2; 
Cornwall, Roxalana Peet 2; St. 
Albans, of wh. 2 is fr. Mrs. J. 
D. Soule, and 5 ea. fr. Mrs. 
Marshall Mason, Mrs. Barnes, 
and D. M. Walker, 17; Swan- 
ton, of wh. 1 ea. is fr. Mrs. 
Lovering, J. P. Robinson and 
H. B. Foster, 30 cts. fr. J. War- 
ner, 50 cts. ea. fr. Mrs. Hall, 
Mrs. J. Burnham and Mrs. 
James, and 20 cts. fr. Mrs. 


Holmes, 5; 
Massachusetts, 

Boston, Mrs. Sarah Spalding, 
Jubilee offering, 2; New Eng- 
land Village,.J. H. Smith, of 
wh. 10 is Jubilee offering, 20; 

Boston South Asso., Needham, 
ch., Dea. John Burnham tr., 
11; Brookline, ch. and cong., 
Dea. Geo. Brooks tr., mon. 
con. 35.40; Roxbury, Dudley 
st. ch., Jubilee offering, 160; 

Boston North Asso., Malden, ch., 
E. 5. Gonverse tr., 80; Charles- 
town, Ist ch., Geo. W. Little 
tr., of wh. 60 is mon. con., and 
125 fr. the Boardman Miss. 
Soc., S. A. R. De Wolf, tr., 
185; Weston, ch. 22; 

Salem Asso., Xewburyport, Ist 
ch., Jubilee offering, 

Lowell Asso., Chelmstord, Ist ch., 
15.50; Lawrence, 2nd ch., Ju- 
bilee offering, 50; “M. B.,” 
quarterly contrib., 5; 

Taunton Asso., Mansfield, Rev. 
John Blain 

Old Colony Asso., South Scitu- 
ate, Rev. David B. Ford 3; 
Mrs. L. 8. Ford 2; Miss Angela 
Ford 1; 

Worcester Asso., Webster, ch. 


Rhode Island. 

Providence, “M. H.” 10; C. E. 
Hall, an. sub. for the Shan 
Mission, care Rey. M. H. Bix- 
by, 10; “H. B. B.,” Jubilee of- 
fering, 10; Woonsocket, ch. 
10.19; 

State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man tr., Providence, 1st ch., of 
wh. 23 is mon. con. and 156 
an. sub., per J. Durfee, col- 
lector, 


Connecticut. 
Wallingford, Miss E. Hooker, 
Jubilee offering, 5; Preston, 
Rev. Levi Meech 3; Bridge- 
port, S. G. Silliman 1; 


[March, 


13.84 


82.12 


22.00 


206.40 


15.00 
— 695.11 


ions. 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 287.00 

| 68.21 

| 

| 70.50 

| 20.00 

} 

179.00 
9.00 
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New York. 
Williamsburg, 2nd ch., Sab. sch., 
Young Men's Bible class, Jud- 
son Miss. Soc., Fredk. Freure 
tr., 10; Rochester, “a friend,” 
tow. sup. of a nat. pr., care 
Rev. M. H. Bixby, Shan Mis- 
sion, Toungoo, Burmah, 5; 
Triangle, ch. 12; Jordanville, 
Rev. L. Bolton 5; Buffalo, an 
aged widow's Jubilee offering 
5; Gloversville, ch. and soc., 
Karen Missionary Asso., Mrs. 
E. F. Sawyer sec'y., of wh. 50 
is an. contrib. to sup. nat. pr. 
and 50 Jubilee offering, to be 
used by Kev. B. C. Thomas, 
Henthada, Burmah, 100; 137.00 
Buffalo Asso., Hugh Webster tr., 
Strykersville, ch., of wh. 10 is 
fr. Cha:les Richardson, and 40 
fr. Mrs. Emily Kneeland, to 
sup. Dat. pr., 70.05 
Collections per Rev. O. Dodge, 
agent, viz., 
Saratoga Asso., Providence, ch. 
8.30; Galway, Ist ch. 5; 2nd 
ch. 14; 27.30 
Hudson Rver Central Asso., 
Rondout, Thomas Cornell 200.00 
Hudson River North Asso., Ath- 
ens, ch. 5; Catskill, ch. 40; 
Rosendale, ch., Sab.sch.6; 61.00 
Otsego Asso. 5.32; Springtield, 
ch., tow. sup. of E. Brownson, 
Assam, 17.46; New Lisbon, ch. 
26.85; North Burlington, ch. 
4; Exeter, ch. 5; Burlington, 
Ast ch. 1.50; Richfield, ch. 6- 


15; 

Hudson River, South Asso., Wil- 
liamsburgh, Ist ch. 356.08; 
New York city, lst German ch. 
20; Berean ch. 68.50; 16th ch., 
to cons. Samuel White H. L. 


100; 

Monroe Asso., Chili, Centre ch., 
Jubilee offering, 24; Fairport, 
D. B. DeLand 50; 74.00 

Alleghany Asso., M. I. Ellis tr., 25.75 

Chenango Asso. 12.20; McDon- 
ough, ch., of wh. 10 is Jubi- 
lee offering, 14.63; Smithville 
Flatts, 2.79; Coventry and 
Greene, ch. 12.10; Oxtord and 
Greene, ch. 5; Pitcher, ch. 2; 

M. Post 5; Mrs. Ranney 50 
cts.; Mrs. Wood 50 cts.; Cov- 
entry, ch. 6; 60.72 

New York Asso., Brooklyn, Cen- 
tral ch., of wh. 37.50 is tr. Sab. 
sch., Miss. Soc., to sup. nat. 

r., care Rev. J. L. Douglass, 
assein, Burmah, 68.75; East 
Marion, ch. 15, J. B. Beardley 


5; 
Washington Union Asso., N. 
Granville, ch. 5.00 
Worcester Asso., Summit, ch. 6.50 


New Jersey. 

Paterson, Alex. W. Rogers, M. 

D., Jubilee offering, 25.00 
Collections per Rev. J. French, 

agent, viz., 
Central N. J. Asso., Weart’s Cor- 

ners, ch., per J. Beldon, 15; 
Cherryv ilte, ch., per B. Stelle, 


Donations. 


44: 
West N. J. Asso., Cohansey, Ist 
ch., per T. G. Wright, 


Pennsylvania. 
teem ia, Samuel A. Crozer, 
an. sub., 500; Tioga, Rev. Geo. 


P. Watrous 10; 

Collections per Rev. J. French, 
agent, viz., 

Wyoming Asso., Pittston, ch. 

Centre Asso., Scottsville, ch. 9- 
-10; Shirleysburg, Sab. sch. 5- 
.66; Hollidaysburg, ch., of wh. 
10 is fr. H. McNeal, 2 ea. fr. J. 
C. Underhill, E. L. Faxon, De- 
lia Rollin, J. R. and Thomas 
McFarlane, 1 ea. fr. Mrs. C. B. 
Jones, W. Johnston, Ann Law- 
son, and Miss Maguire, 50 cts. 
fr. A. Myers, 25 cts. ea. fr. G. 
Bowers, June Yerger, Ella 
Toole, Jane Montgomery, Mrs. 
Walters, M. McClellan, E. J. 
Leamer, E. Taylor, 5. R. and 
R. Hicks, 27; 

Monongahela Asso., Donegal, 
ch., per Rev. O. P. Hargrave, 

Pittsburg Asso., Mars Hili, ch. 
21; Alleghany city, ch., of wh. 
61.71 is tr. Sab. sch., with other 
donas., to cons. Shaw Loo, 
Maulmain, Burmah, H. L. M., 


95; 

North Philadelphia Asso., Many- 
unk, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Sab. 
sch., 22; Germantown, of wh. 
5 is fr. J. F. Eppelsheimer and 
10 fr. Sab. sch., 18.75; Harris- 
burg, a triend of missions 5; 
Davisville, ch., per W. H. Co- 
nard, 4; 

Philadelphia Asso., Philadelphia, 
Spring Garden, ch., Sab. sch., 
for nat. prs., care Rev. E. 
Kincaid, Prome, Burmah, 50; 
Eleventh ch., Miss Margaret 
B. Livingston, Jubilee offering, 
with prev. dona. to cons. her- 
self H. L. M., 50; Cumberland 
st. ch., Sab. sch. 12; Ist Ger- 
man ch., Sab. sch., Jubilee of- 
fering, “tor schools among the 
heathen,” care Rev. J. L. 
Douglass, Bassein, Burmah, 
10; Mrs. Sexton 1; Mrs. “C, 
A. L.”, Jan. offering, of wh. 5 
is for nat. pr., 15; Blockley, ch. 
100; a friend of missions 50; 
Lower Providence, ch. 36.87; 
Upland, ch., J. W. Lewis tr., 
73.57; Brandywine, ch. 11.75; 
Pottsville, Miss M. M. Allen 
3; 

Illinois. 

Upper Alton, Warren Leverett, 
Jubilee offering, 

Collections per Rev. S. M. Os- 
good, agent, viz., 

Carrollton Asso., David Pierson 

Chicago Agso., Elgin, ch. 

Dixon Asso., Como, ch., of wh. 2 
is tr. H. M. Day, 2.75; Bethel, 
ch. 3.45; 

Edwardsville Asso., Alton, 1st 
ch., Sab. sch., for Rev. Dr. Bin- 
ney’s theol. school, 
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10.00 


10.60 


41.76 
6.00 


116.00 


49.75 


= 
36. 
— 12000 
| 
66.28 
| | 413.19 
—— 1356.93 
5.00 
19.00 
6.20 
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18.50 
57.31 


Burmah, 

Fox River Asso., Chicago, 1st 
ch., Sab. sch. 

Galesburg Asso., Monmouth, ch. 
48.65; Galesburg, Cherry st. 
ch. 11.25; 

Illinois River Asso., Kewanee, 
ch., J. F. Erving, Asst. Sur- 
geon 125th Regt., Ll. Vol., 

Ottawa Asso., Paw Paw, ch., of 
wh. 2.25 is fr. West, and 3 fr. 
East Paw Paw, 27.85; Mendo- 
ta, ch. 8; Sublette, ch. 13.10; 


Indiana. 
Indianapolis, Burnside Barracks, 
James Field, Co. B., 5th Regt., 
Ind. Vol., 5; Evansville, 2nd 
ch., an. contrib., per A. L. Rob- 
inson, 65; Manchester town- 
ship, Manchester, ch., of wh. 
26.50 is fr. a sister, 43.15; 
Franklin, Mrs. Lydia Dow 10; 123.15 
Northern Ind. Asso., Laporte, 
ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. of So- 
long, care Kev. B. C. Thomas, 
Henthada, Burmah, 3.62 
Towa. 
Burlington Asso., coll. at mis- 
sionary meeting, Burlington, 
7.10; Burlington, ch., Miss Jo- 
sephine Cutler 1; Dansville, 
ch. 11.80; 
Dubuque Asso., Iron Hill, ch. 
Keokuk Asso., coll. at Missiona- 
ry meeting at Fort Madison, 7; 
Denmark, ch., Sab. sch., tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. E. 
A. Stevens, Rangoon, Burmah, 
8; Rev. M. Edwards and wife 


6; 

Linn Asso., Vinton, ch. 2.30; 
Fairview, ch. 1.45; 

Oskaloosa Asso., Ottumwa, ch. 
7.10; Oskaloosa, ch. 10.50; 
Coal Creek, ch., Rev. N. Hays 


59.90 


5.00 


48.95 
—— 224.86 


50 cts.; 
Turkey River Asso., McGregor, 


ch. 10.35; Ossian, Rev. J. M. 


Wedgewood 10; 


Michigan. 


Coldwater, John Gray, Jubilee 
offering, 1; Grand Rapids, Ist 
ch. 15.50; Acdy and Hatty 
Jewett, avails of their mission- 
ary box, Jubilee offering, per 
Rey. L. Jewett, 5; 

Collections per Rev. 8. M. Os- 
good, agent, viz., 

Lenawee Asso., Fairfield and 
Seneca, ch. 

Michigan Asso., St. Clair, ch. 


Minnesota. 


Collections per Rev. S. M. Os- 
, agent, viz., 
eland, ch., Rev. E. Munger 
and wife 5; Master Leland 
Munger 20 cts.; Miss Mary 
Munger 5 cts. ; 
Hastings, ch., of wh. 19 is fr. Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of colporteur in 
Assam, care Rey. M. Bronson, 


Nowgong, 


Donations. 
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Ohio. 


Granger, Jesse H. Smith 1; War- 
ren, ch., Young People’s Miss. 
Soc., L. A. Miller tr., to sup. 
nat. pr., care Mrs. M. B. In- 
galls, Rangoon, Burmah, 43; 

Yew Philadelphia, David Al- 
ter 2; 

Collections per Rev. S. M. Os- 
good, agent, viz., 

Cleveland Asso., Columbia, ch., 
Sab. sch., Jubilee offering, 

Miami Union Asso., Troy, ch. 

Ohio Asso., Beulah, ch., Thom- 
as Gardiner and wife, Jubilee 
offering, 

Zanesville Asso., Zanesville,Mar- 
ket st. ch., of wh. Lis fr. Miss 
M. Ellie Wheeler and 1 fr. Sab. 
sch., infant class, 


46.00 


2.00 
12.00 


10.00 


Wisconsin. 
Collections per Rev. S. M. Os- 


good, agent, viz., 
La Crosse Asso., La Crosse, ch., 
Mrs. Mary H. Light 
Walworth Asso., Delevan, ch. 
15.79; Burlington, Rev. E. B. 
Law 1; 


Missouri. 


St. Louis, ch., Sab. sch., tow. 
sup. of nat. pr., care Rev. Wm. 
Ashmore, Tie Chiu Mission, 
Swatow, China, per Rev. G. 
Anderson, 


China. 


Ningpo Mission, Rev. M. J. 
Knowlton, Jubilee offering, 
and to cons. his brother, Dea. 
Melvin A. Knowlton, Stratton, 
Vt., L. M., 


Siam. 


Bangkok, colls. for new church 
edifice and school, 558.20; Rey. 
S. J. Smith 5.02; 


Legacies. 
Fayette, Me., Dea. Allen Bach- 
elder, Sewall N.* Watson Exr., 
per Rev. 8. G. Sargent, in 


part, 
Chester, N. Y., Amy Dickinson, 
per Wm. Hotchkiss, Exr., in 


rt, 
Albany, N. Y., Wm. Soulden, 
W. 3. McIntosh Exr., in part, 


Total from April 1, 1863, to Jan. 30, 

$48,350.85. 
Donations in Medicines. 

Philadelphia, Dr. D. Jayne & 

Son, 8 cases, for me Mis- 

sion, Rev. k. Kincaid, 392; 

1 case each for Mergui and 

Tavoy, Rev. C. Hibbard, 


= 
2.00 
— 72.00 
126.77 
16.79 
— 18.79 
90.15 
21.00 
3.75 
100.00 
$5124.53 
66.66 
500.00 
8.00 —— 571.66 
— 35.65 
$5696. 
1864, 
5.25 
90.00 
29.00 
94.25 $582.00 


